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Earth to Earth, Dust to Dust. 


And after death, what? an empty void? or the start of a new life? 
Puzzling questions, questions that remain still unanswered despite talks 


and theories of this and that. After death, does the physical life 
& 


& 
cease and the mental life go onwards, an immortal life, forever? 


Since time immortal there are only two places where the dead go, 
heaven and hell, heaven where people live in peace, wearing white robes 
with wings on their back, and red hell where Satin rules with an iron will, 
where men and sinners are tortured and burned in agony and pain, where 
devils with long horns and tails carry the nude bodies of the fallen and 
ee them into pits of fire and heat. 

Little children are told when they were small, "If you tell any lies, 
you will not go to heaven." Meaning that they will go to hell where they 
will suffer more torture, But if the children are good they will go to 
heaven up in the sky and live in peace, everlasting peace, 

A person either goes to heaven or hell, there seems to be no middle 
course, of course, a person could refuse to die and remain on this earth. 

Confucius the wise man of China never talks about heaven or hell. 


He said taking care of the events of the world is enough, without worrying 


about what is in store for a person after he dies. 
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But I guess everyone worries about what is in store for him after 
he leaves this earth at one time or another, Does a person ever really 
die completely, or is there still a continuance of life after the last 
breath is out, 

Just recently in the papers I read that science has invented a 
machine that is able to photograph the soul in a dying person just at 
the moment when it is leaving the body, And under the advertisement 
there was a note stating that anyone wishing to come to the lecture would 
see actual pictures of souls leaving the bodies of dying persons, photo-~ | 
graphed in « New York hospital. It only goes to prove that even in this 
day and age, the question of life and death still puzzles many persons. 

And to add to all the confusion of life and dead, we recently saw 
a motion picture where a person was buried prematurely, and finally some 
doctors believing that the person was murdered, dug the corpse up, and 
found him still alive. It seems that the dead person was not completely 
dead when he's supposed to be dead, And then there is that rather sen— 
sational work of a certain doctor who killed a dog scientifically, and 
then brought him back to life in an experiment, pointing the way that if 
a dog can be revived why not human beings too? And then there is that 
experiment with a pig who was frozen to death, and then brought back to 
life too, 

We remembering reading somewhere about a person who ae eae 
and he happened to overhear the doctors talking about arrangements for 
his funeral, He was so shocked at this, and so mad he refused to die, 
and he managed to live until he was of an old age, Then we remember read— 
ing in a book how a man who was tired of living, and he went to bed one 
night, deciding that he might just as well be dead, since there is nothing 
to live for, The next morning he was found dead, and there was nothing 


wrong with him at all, He made up his mind to die, and he died, 
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It seems that the mind of a person influences his physical life a 
great deal, doing good or harm as the mind dictates, And we remember 
reading another book in which it states that over forty percent of the 
dead people in this country is buried alive every year, people who died 
from shock or heart failure, fatal because the heart refuses to function, 
These persons are called dead because there is no way to revive the 
heart, When a person dies in this way, his heart stops but the other 
part of his body lives on, but they too will die if the heart is not 
beating to keep them alive, It seems that if some way is found to keep 
the heart of a person beating after it stops, then the person could live 
on, 

So the persons who die from shock or heart attack are really not 
dead, It's only that their heart stops. And because their hearts stop, 
they are called dead, when it is only that their hearts are dead, and 
not the whole body. If the hearts of these persons could be revived, 
just think how many people who usually would be buried under the earth, 
could still enjoy life. 

And again we remember reading somewhere how the life of a dying 
person could be prolonged by sticking a long electric needle into the 
heart of the person and making the heart beat artificially. In some 
Cases a person has already died, but by sticking a needle into his heart 
he would show signs of life, and when questioned if he remembers anything, 
all of them say that they seem to come back from an empty void, being no 
mention of heaven or hell, 

A very interesting statement, one which probably stirred a lot of 
talk and argument, 

When we were working on a former project, we wrote about a certain 
person who used to deliver books on heaven and hell around to the Chinese 
people every year. I guess it is all right if we repeat what we had 


written before. 
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These books used to be delivered around to the Chinese people at 
ea definite time every year, are supposed to educate the people about 
heaven and hell, These books are printed and are delivered free of 
charge to every single Chinese family, During the last six or seven 
years, this had not been done, Why, we don't exactly know. 

Anyhow, these books are bound in red or orange thin Chinese papers. 
Usually two long volumes are delivered to each household, These books 
are prorusely illustrated with weird and odd pictures of the world be- 
yond, pictures of Yim Low Wong, the Satin, the black faced king of the 
torture land. And there are pictures of heaven, of white robes and wine 
and peace, 

These books are for the purpose to teach the people to be good, and 
kind, and not be sinners. There are long pages describing the tortures 
of hell, and the happiness of heaven, 

Hell, where the stomack of the sinners are ripped open with long 
intestines flowing out, where bodies of men and women are thrown into 
the spike gardens, where heavy cars and trucks crushed the puny bodies of 
the dissipated sinners. All weird and blood chilling iliustrations, pic- 
tures of the black faced Satin who rules with an iron hand, 

Then there are pictures of nude bodies tied around hot pipes and 
stoves while devils cut them into minute pieces, Pictures of people and 
torso without heads, blood dripping downward, red blood of the bad. Just 
looking at these pictures would chill the hearts of anyone. 

And in startling contrast, the peace of heaven, the serene and ma- 
jestic silence of the heavens, the calm expression of the virgins and the 
goodmen, the white rebes, the quietness, The wine and foods to be eaten, 
all these make a startling and really peculiar contrast to the pictures of 


hell. 
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And the talk of ghosts. Does a person become a ghost when he dies, 
or does he not become a ghost, a sort of to be or not be question, Ghost 
stories are really very startling when told by a Chinese, Actual ghost 
stories told by people who really have seen them, who really have felt 
them, who really have touched them, in fact true stories of true things 
in China, But strangely enough, we hear very little of ghosts over here 
in America, 

My sister used to tell me a story about a woman living in San Fran- 
cisco who died and then got well in a very startling manner, Whether the 
story is true or not I do not know, but my sister told me that she had 
met this woman, and the woman told her the story. 

The woman said that after she died she seemed to begin to sink 
downward toward the center of the earth. It was just cown, down, down 
forever, When she landed on the bottom of the land, all was darkness, and 
all around the walls there were odd looking objects, grosteque figures 
and distorted devils. An eerie light managed to shine downwards from 
somewhere far away. Then she entered a long dark hallway and went into 
a room where the black faced King was sitting on a throne, There were 
shouts of people suffering from the tortures of hell, weird wailing that 
reminded one of the Inferno of Dantes, 

Then someone began to push her away, and she grew so afraid that she 
ran out and came upon some stairs, long tall stairs, and she began to 
climb them, one after another, and after what seewed like long years, she 
was still climbing the stairs Sd soon she was out on top, At that pre- 
cise moment she woke up and found ferself in her home and that she was 
alive. We know of many incidents more or less along this same line, very 
strange and unbelievable. 

And then there was the talk of how a person could become a ghost, 


We are always hearing of such things and whether they are true or not does 
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not seem important, but the people who told them to us in every case, 
state that it is absolutely true, 

Whenever a person wishes to revenge the death of someone in the 
family, and finds that he is unable to do so alone usually makes up 
his mind that he will become a ghost. So he wanders off to a lonely 
hill, until he comes upon a coffin, He will bring with him foodstuffs 
and water to last forty-nine days, He will lie down beneath the coffin 
for that length of time, and if during that time he sees no human beings, 
he would become a ghost, an invisible ghost capable of killing and mur- 
dering the person he wishes, After he kills the person he himself will 
die too, If after he becomes a ghost and he does not kill anyone, he 
would wander around still a ghost until he will kill someone, 

Because we are always doubtful of what we hear, we question many 
many people whether this could actually happen, Not that it could 
actuelily happen, but has happened, we are informed, and if we do not be- 
lieve it, then just follow the instruction above and you will become 
one of these ghosts. So all you have to do is to lie under the coffin 
for forty-nine days, and find out for yourself, so good luck, 

I think that when a Chinese is dying he does not think of either 
heaven or hell. To them, death is the end of earthly existence, and that 
is all, And when a person dies, he just dies, it is the end, 

The Chinese have great respect for the dead, and are very regular 
in observing the holidays, That is why it is so important to find a wife 
for every eligible bachelor in China, so that when the parents of the 
boy die, they shall have a faithful daughter-in- law who will weep for 
them regularly. And there are people, the parents who always bewail the 
fact 4bne when they die there wili be no one who will weep for them, and 
they think they are very unfortunate and that they shall always remain in 


their graves unwept and unsung, 
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A good daughter-in-law is one who is always willing to weep for 
the boy's parents and who always light the candles regularly. And the 
people will say, "She is a good daughter—in-law, and she has wept faith- 
fully and obediently for the dead ones," 

The parents over here do not worry about who is going to weep for 
them when they shall leave this earth, There are so many more cheerful 
things to think about, instead of all the gloom and sadness connected with 
the departed and dead, 

As in weddings, the funerals are elaborate affairs, and noise and 
trouble are always in evidence, and as one person puts it, sometimes the 
only difference between a wedding and a funeral, is that instead of a 
coffin parading through the streets, one sees a sedan chair, otherwise 
everything is almost the same. So the Chinese takes its weddings as 
seriously as the funeral, both occasions noisy and elaborate, 

And as in weddings a funeral takes many days to be completely 
through and finished. 

In Bina, white is the color for mourning, plain white, and not 
black as practiced by western countries. When a person dies, everyone 
in the family would discard their regular clothes and robe themselves 
completely in white, In America when a Chinese dies, the family wear 
black, and not white, Well, strange things do happen. 

As we have said before, a death is followed by an enormous amount 
of crying, and weeping and wailing, and from the towns the nuns and priests 
would come and chant for hours and days at a stretch, They would play 
their crude instruments and chant and march ali around the dead body, 
tirelessly and regularly, and sometimes the members of the family would 
all follow around and around, and as stated by one woman, the people would 
heve to march around for one hundred times, and as stated by another, 


there is no definite number of times to march around, The first day when 
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the person is dead he is taken out into the outer room and placed on a 
wooden board held up by two chairs. The body is placed in this position 
for one whole day, and whenever anyone comes to see it, they would bring 
candles and sometimes food, and placed in on the floor, and weep for the 
corpse, They would all come dressed in the color of white, and when 
they leave the house, they would be given two long pieces of white cloth. 
These ese when they go back to their houses, would light a fire in 
front of ‘ce door, ana then hop over the fire and enter into their own 
house, In this way they would get the evil out of their houses, 

The corpse would lay in this aginton on the boards for the first 
day. During all this time the priests and nuns would be chanting and 
wailing for long dreary hours, And the members of the house would come 
and weep for the departed one. And during the long hours of the night 
the corpse is wabched by everyone, or anyone who wishes to do it, and the 
one who does it would sleep re the same room as the corpse, although he 
does not: actually sleep, as he is supposed to keep watch over the dead body, 

Sometimes there would be many people watching the body, and when one 
of them goes to sleep, the other would watch, and so on, And during the 
three days the body is in the house there would be somebody who is in con— 
stant watch over the corpse. 

The second day after dead, the body is placed right on the floor with 
nothing to hold it up except a few boards. And the nuns and priests would 
continue their strange and weird chanting all through the day. Sometimes 
the liguid from the dead body would come out and drip all over the floor, 
and managed by one way or the other to go down into the outside well, where 
the people get their water, This liquid is very poisonous and when the 
people draw water out of the well, they have to throw bars of iron and tin 
into the water before it is fit for human consumption, 


The third day is the day for the funeral, although sometimes a good 
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day is selected and the funeral detained to wait for that day to come, 
On the day of the funeral, all the people going to the burial must dress 
in white, although in talking to one person, we understand that the old 
women dress themselves in black, and the younger ones dress themselves 
in white, but another person stated that everyone dress up in white 
regardless of age, 

The body is dressed up in many layers of clothes, sometimes of fine 
quality. The body is placed into the wooden coffin and the lid is tightly 
nailed and then ropes are tied around the coffin, Four coolies are hired 
to carry the body up to the distant hill, but these coolies do not neces 
sarily have to dress themselves up in white, they can wear any color 
clothes they wish, 

Only married persons, and persons who have family could have four 
coolies to carry their corpse to the resting place, When children or babies 
die, they are carried away by two coolies, 

Then everyone in the town who is to march up to the hills where the 
corpse is to be buried, and for those who do not walk, sedan chairs are 
hired and the ladies and women would ride in them and weep their heads off, 
They would meke their weepings loud and lusty, so that those who watch from 
the streets could hear it, and thus comment on how faithful she is, and 
what a good woman she is, 

Then in the midst of lovd weeping and screeching of instruments, the 
funeral wovld go onward towards the resting place of the departed, 

Now in going towards the hills the procession would usually have to 
eee some small streams, and when they come to them, the people in charge 
of the funeral would dip a piece of white cloth into the river and then 
wring it dry, not completely dry, and then he would take this cloth and hold 
it a few feet away from the coffin, and wave it this way and that, 


Then the procession would go on, Then when the whole group reach the 


; 


Ue ‘ ie 
a. Phe are 
¢ bl PS 
ofkew ‘Ut oy ae ve the pow: 1 Ba 


“pewfoduwit: a waar he esc 


onky ‘to enmivenets’ ye Ad ods to. ane one xin ‘ qu: ie 7 ek | 
yidies ‘id bil ant bane ae Ftoo nebeow aid cin d, bey at ‘od tt — 
bari kel aT agtiogp ‘bsot : ET ISD oi ig HGS A babs 6%6 aego% tint ban 
nhe want, showy ah Gd boy i’ sions ie 


tolog, Yoke “rik Khoo yooeth eed id ins qu Bev, dba oa adie od pore | 
1 Pea 


14 eee 


+ Saat, «takin Yoat 


“thio t oval Biron Cifdel ewan cir wiahdasy ‘ore 1 BHOg re bebrrten ‘ind 


~. ' 


et chiyd 10 hetblizio ned! .9opig gulvuor ed we wages aiedd wees &t ‘be 
| 3 2etLone. ows we ob al ; iets ins os ed 

ads onodw mOLCE aud ad is fisetigk OF Or oly Sivas old ab cary aha et 
oes payer rete: 4 ele uf toh bis vt ez! , ar i ‘Bs ek: be” ep 5a at r 

Tito ahead abet gear ora ment’ as, ebet alii aio ‘te wohinet ect tia 


moxyl dod onw aio? dade ea ywtae Sia ‘kunt “epabdiaie nthe sol abroe 


bas yak wile Lttehes wor ac cauigd ‘eats oi wasicl bigs: ad 3! 
| aie ek #09 ono bob 
end dss ne poe gn idooetae: i onion wot, te SHR Lg ‘dg ab ad 


i ‘ WP RE ay ak, 
» Siest coin arid re “oes aphinet avid sirnamed inate 
ot eved yiluireu Rivow ‘noieasnon eid eb eat nas patos a 
eutado ot © Lxdee, ice ely of pats tes, find baa) 


aay bap aed ahd Od ead sioly odie te 


as 


as eee ey ete 


cra 
; 

ile aa 
*U: Pe 


Jon Lee 


burial ground, and then coffin is laid down into the hole in the earth, 

the matter is not settled. Sometimes some pieces of money are thrown down 
into the hole and anyone could pick them up. Then for many days after this, 
usually a month, the members of the family would have to sit on the floor 
to eat, and none could sit at the table, After the sufficient amount of 
days have been passed, then this odd custom is done away with, 

When the body is buried on the ground, there is no tombstone or 
anything, This is usually put in afterwards, 

Every morning the daughter-in-law would have to weep and wail-for the 
departed one and show her felicity and obedience, She is the one who weeps 
the loudest and wails the strongest. 

When there is a death in the house the color of red is strictly pro- 
hibited and no one is allowed to wear it. They could wear blue, and any 
duil ieviventace: and no jewelry is allowed, now silks and expensive clothes. 
And every year during the Festival for the Dead in the month of March, the 
friends would journey up the mountainside and observe the occasion, 

And this then is the way a Chinaman im-Ghina kicks the bucket in dear 
old China. 

In America a death is nothing compared to China. 

Almost every single thing done in China is not done here, There are 
Be ae no priests, no putting the corpse in the house for many days, no 
peculiar chanting and waiiing, although some old Chinese Hee would chant 
strange phate for hours at a time, 

There are no white clothes, but a lot of black ones. 

Usually the friends would buy flowers and give donations to the family 
of the departed, And in the day of the funeral, usually a picture of the 
dead person is carried through the street, and the members of the family, 
all dressed in black would follow behind the coffin, The coffin is carried 


by six or four persons, The procession usually goes through some of the 
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important streets of the city, and then everyone would ride up to the 
cemetery, and attend the funeral services. Those who are rich and can 
afford to spend money have an orchestra hired for the occasion, otherwise 
there 4a no orchestra, 

The funeral is taken care of exactly in the western manner, but still 
sometimes a trace of Chinese custom would creep in such as giving brown 
sugar with a dime in white paper. But those Chinese who are very modern 
behave and act exactly in western manner, and they do nothing with even a 
slight trace of Chinese influence in it, 

Usually when children die, there are no services or customs that are 
followed, The dead children are buried and that is that, 

We forgot to mention one thing, The Chinese always make paper things, 
such as clothes and slippers, and coats, and they burn them to the departed 
one so that when they die the body would not be bare. Even in America this 
is done too, as mothers and friends would go to the graves usually of 
children and burn papers stockings, coats and shoes to the dead one, 

I guess the only way to avoid all this fuss and trouble is not to 


kick the bucket, and live on and on and on, 
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gs Happy New Year Jon Lee 


New Year is just around the corner, (they said that about prosperity 
too, but they are still looking for the bs ae and this seems an appropiate 
time to write about it. We are happy to announce that the New Year's cele- 
bration by the Chinese is much more simplified in recent es although 
many who love the elaborate and painstaking fuss of former years might be 
disappointed in the quietness and calmness of the holidays. | 

It is very evident to the observer that the Chinese New Year has lost 
much of its Oriental glamour, its fanciful and weird customs, and its very 
typical Chinese atmosphere, which always manage to puzzle this Occidental 
world. However, on the other hand, the celebrations are more simple, and 
much of the former minute details are completely done away with. 

This change is a very gradual one, beginning back many years, and slowly 

_ but continuously changing until today, in some respects, a very modern manner 
has set in; while, at the same time, in many other households, the old and 
traditional customs are strictly upheld. Still, in some other households the 
New Year's celebration is not even observed at all, and the people do not care. 

New Year is always an important holiday to every nation. It is a day 
when everyone looks forward to something better, a day in which all rivalry 
and jealousy are supposed to be things of the past. And as I have been told, 
much as I dislike believing it, certain people in the interior of China take 
a bath the day before the New Year, the one and only one, until the next year 
rolls along. 

The important thing is that the New Year has changed quite considerable. 
And we can say quite definitely that many years from now, the way of celebration 
will be different, of course, the main traits and outline will te the same, but 

_ undoubtedly many new and different manners and ways of celebrating will creep 
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We have written about the New Year before, but we have only touched the 
surface of it, and hastily skimmed over the important parts of it. Now we give 
a little more detail. 

Now let us turn back the clock, and imagine ourselves as being members 
of a Chinese family, let us say one of about ten years ago, 

We are to see how a holiday is to be celebrated. 

New Year is just a few days off, and everyone in the city is excited. 

The children are eagerly looking forward to the day when they will receive money 
wrapped in red paper. The mothers of the family are busily digging into their 
small trunks to get out the long silken robes, which they are to wear on the 
first day, after discarding their old black pants and jackets. New Year's 
excitement is in the air, in the way the people talk, in their eyes and faces. 
And perhaps all along the street corners the old man who sells lily bulbs is 
putting his wares on the sidewalks, the single layer, and the double layer. 
lilies. 

The stores are doing big business. Red and black melon seeds are easily 
and quickly disposed of. Lichee nuts, melon candy, and dried cocoanut candy are 
readily purchased by the busy housewives. The New Year is coming quickly and 
time is very valuable. 

New Year's eve is considered one of the most important days of the New. 
Year, important because it is the very last day of the old year, and ee 
introduction to the new. On that day the housewives will be busily wrapping 
quarters and fifty cent pieces in red paper, » which are later to be distributed 
to the children of their numerous friends. And the men folks probably went 
to the bank the day before, and took out all the elaborate jewels and rings, 
and pearl necklaces which are to adorn the lovely necks of the women, provided 


of course, that the high neck of the long Chinese robes does not hide the neck 


from view. 
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One of the things that the women folks en} oy doing is making Chinese 
fancy dough cakes. Moré than once it is said thee the one who fails 2 make 
them nice and pretty on New Year's eve will probably have a very bad year 
ahead of her. So the housewives usually take a great deal of care and see that 
the cooking for that day does not burn, especially the rice, and they see that 
everything runs smoothly so that the year can be ushered in with good and chesnee 
ful mood. There are housewives who will worry yet heads off, because either on 
the eve or on the first day something has gone wrong. Sometimes it is a trifle 
thing of no important consequence, but during the time of New Year beware 
to the one who does anything to offend one of these superstitious old women. 
Manners are most important during these trying days. Friends whe usually are 
jolly and chummy together will sit down more or less like strangers trying 
to act in a dignified manner quite foreign to them. 

But why all this formal and dignified acting? As far as I am able to find 
out it seems to be this. 

Everything has a beginning. Every celebration and holiday is started 
by something. So is the New Year. According to a bag with whom I had quite 
a talk, the New Year seems to have its salteeiee way back long ago. And 
the beginning, which undoubtedly has its beginning somewhere else, all can 
be explained in one word, superstition. 

The first day of the New Year is a day when all the evgils of the world, 
of the heavens, of hell, are supposed to come out and Ne ce the world. Every- 
thing that is connected with the wicked and evil is supposed to have full sway 
that day. Now in order to combat this invisible army, the Chinese set the day 
aside as one of importance, and everyone should have a good word for his 
friends and enemies so that the devils and ghosts may not dominate them. But 


how do the people go about this? 
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They greet each other, and wish each other good luck for the coming 
year, and hope that prosperity and fortune will come to each one. And they 
have celebrations to proclaim the defeat of the evil, and to announce the 
Fe each of the good. And down through the long ages of history, a custom has 
been to give money to each other, money all wrapped up in red or gold paper. 
Bot luck Slogans and everything imaginable +hamg connected even remotely with 
Teed luck is taken into serious consideration, such as the eating of Yadde"., 
the offerings donated to the good luck Godess, the burning of incense on 
floors of every single room, and every Single doorway. 

To those who do believe in these strange, but fascinating customs, and 
this is very rare in China, it Simply means that the party concerned does not 
believe in ghosts and the legends brought dow through the ages. 

But the New Year does not end here. It goes on for days and days after- 
ward. After the invasion o€ the unearthly ghosts has been successfully repulsed, 
and it always is, then the real celebration starts. There will be feasting, and 
merriment that last, at the very least, a week. 

In China no one may go out of his house to visit friends until he officially 
opens the New Year. This is usually done by offering food and wine to the Gods 
and doing all the necessary things he is supposed to do, euch as eating "jide" 
shooting off firecrackers, and wrapping money in red good luck paper. Then and 
only then are they free to go out to visit their friends and exchange greetings 
with each other. 

New Year's eve, according to this woman, is quite an important day. The 
woman lock themselves in the tenon and make dough cakes. And not matter how 
badly they make them, they are not supposed to say so, for by saying so, she 
would automatically bring bad luck upon the whole group of women. If during 
this time, someone should come in, and at the precise moment one of the "gin dur" 


should explode like an Italian shell on Ethiopian's earth, then that too is a 
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sign of bad luck. Usually the group of wong te cently silent and refrain 
from speaking if they cam help it. And even if they should speak, they should 
only say the good things and mention nothing that is not good or is ei 
omen. 
of course, scarlet red is the lucky color of the Chinese, and during ahll 
good holidays, the mothers dress their little darlings in dazzling color of 
such brilliance, that my art teacher would scream her head off, if she should 
see them. 
There is a great deal of entertaining, parties, and htige and elaborate 
celebrations. 
Now another important thing that they do in China is to make fancy 
cakes, huge puddings to put away until the proper day to eat them, which time 
they are probably ruined and do not taste one tenth as well as they would if 
eaten when freshly done. But it is the custom, and the people follow it almost 
rigidly, even if the stomach does not agree favorable. One of the most important 
things made is the brown sugar pudding. This is usually done by the housewives 
themselves on New Year's eve, or perhaps a vew days before. After it is finished, 
a piece of money, wrapped in red paper, is put on top, yes, for good luck. 
And this pudding is laid on the table and not eaten until the seventh day of the 
year, the Birthday of Man. 
The Beventh day is another important day. It is known as the Birthday of 
Men. On that day, the people of the whole world are supposed to get together to 
celebrate the event as one big holiday. They celebrate the triumphant march of 
the good, and the defeat of the evil. Officially, the New Year ends on the 
seventh day, but some people celebrate until the fifteenth, which is known as 
the Double New Year. In America this Double New Year is almost unheard of, itcde 


not as important as the New Year, 
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No one is to eat fish during the eve of this first day, or anything 
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connected with the fish, or anything that smells like it. It is a sign of 
“bad luck, as you probably guessed. 

Then the mothers will buy red and green things that are fried, and 
these they put on the table for a few days to a week. 

Now the. Chinese people are divided into clans, and each clan is divided in 
something else, and each and everygone has its own variations of celebrating 
‘the year. These variations are very slight, and are not worth putting down. 

Every day of the New Year has a name. The first day is called the Birth- 
day of the Chicken, the second day, the Birthday of the lamb, the Birthday 
of the Cow, the Birthday of the Horse, (did I hear a laugh?), the Birthday 
of Men. Those are the seven important days. Wait, there are three more, the 
Birthday of the Soldier, or rather the Birthday of Wheat, which comes bafere 
the Birthday of Soldier, and finally the Birthday of the Robber. 

Well, this sounds something like the Dionne's household. 

Don't ask us why or the reason for all these names and things. The 
people who told this to us do not know themselves, so how could we? So there 
you are, to take it or leave it. 

The very superstitious families do not sweep the floors for one whole 
week. The more dirt and melon seeds on the floor, the more Rorekeey it means 
to the household. | 

_ But those who are not so particular sweep their floors every hanes day, 
or every other two days. And another indication that foretells whether one will 
have good luck or bad,is the Chinese lilies. If the flowers do not sprout, or 
if the bulb ‘manages to bloom but very feebly, it means that one will not have 
very good luck for the coming year. 

Many things happen in the New Year. Old scquedntences are renewed. Usually 


people who are busy go to ged each other only once. a year. They do it every 


year with great regularity. 
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Of course, there is the usual exchanging of cooked foods. One woman will 
‘bring some of her ddagh cakes to another, and she in turn will bring back some 
of her own. (We have to admire her courage anyway.) And so it goes. 

In the more superstitious families, the mother usually goes to an old 
fortune telling woman to have fortunes told of the whole family, about their 
health, their fortunes, and their chances of going back to the old country. 

And it is surprising how much they believe in such things. 

And a New Year is not complete without firecrackers, noise, and all that 
goes with it, which is plenty, as Mae West would say it. 

‘The grand finale of the year is the seventh day. And one of the important 
Sights of the Birthday of Men is the dragon parade. Somehow or another, the 
dragon seems to be a symbol connected with the celebrations, therefore, it 
is only natural to see the dragon on the Birthday of Men. 

It is considered good luck to have the dragon visit the house or store. 

. It is supposed to bring luck and prosperity. People who had suffered bad luck, 
and stores that did not do too well, welcome the dragons with open arms. 

The way they go about this is like this. 

First take a lettuce,(don't bother about washing it), and tie the lettuce 
to a string. Finished? All right, now get a nail, it doesn't matter if it is a 
bit rusty, and nail it about one foot away from the top of the front door. Now 
get a nail, it doesn't matter if it is a bit rusty, and nail it about one Poet 
away from the top of Caer erant door. Now hang the lettuce there and get off from 
your stool and go into your room and get a dollar bill, although a two, five, or 
ten are not forbidden and wrap that in red paper. Now hang that small paper 
right beneath the lettuce, and wait for the goed luck dragon to come. Meanwhile 
while nih, you can go into the kitchen and cook yeur rice, or anything you 
happen to be doing. Now when you hear firecrackers sputtering and exploding, 


hurry outside. You will see a man doing a huda shimmy underneath a maze of ornaments 


and firecrachers exploding near his feat. 
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Your heart will perhaps take a leap, as you realize that the dragon is 


knocking at your door. The sounds of gongs and the screeching of some musical 


instruments will come near and stop right at your very door. The meij-ynder the 


dragon will open the mouth of the dragon and chew off the lettuce, money and 

all, especially the money part, and then make three deep bows. Meanwhile you 
are just enthralled with it all, realizing that good luck has come into your 

household at last. tou light a package of firecrachers and let 'em have it. 


Then a man will come up and give you a red card, thanking you for your 


generous donation. 


You receive his card with thanks and you are greatly encouraged, and 
your heart is light, facing a year of luck and prosperity. And as the year 
goes on, and the luck and prosperity do not come, perhaps you will wonder to 
yourself, whether it was the dragon that came to the door, or a wolf in sheep- 
skin. And you are glad that you only hung up a dollar instead of five. And 
this is all there is to it. 

The New Year is over, and you go about your daily duties, just as before, 
year after year, day after day, and soon another year will roll around, and 
you do the same thing over again. 

Enough of the New Year now. 

Well, we have about exhausted everything there is to tell, and besides 
this typewriter's ribbon is running out lela’ 


Perhaps this might not, be a happy year, but we must Say it is an exciting 


one, eh what? 
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The Festival for the Dead Jon Lee 
Oakland 


Either the Chinese don't care or else they are simply ignorant of the 
history of thine, Time and time again when we ask with infantile curiosity, 
"Can you tell us something about the holidays?" we get the answer, "Well, I 
can't tell you very much." They will say something about this and that and 
that is all they can say, 

"You have to go to the old people to get anything," they will say. %o 
in a desperate attempt to educate myself, I finally went to the old Chinese 
teacher with the hope that perhaps he could tell me Something. I must admit 
that more or leas the talk was quite disappointing, as I hardly had a chance 
to talk at all, 

So on a certain day I humbly rang his doorbell, and fortunately he was 
at home. 

“Are you very busy?" I said to him. 

"No, what can I do for you?" 

So I hastily explained to him that I wished to now something about 
the holidays of my own country, and find out the difference between the cele- 
brations in the old country and those over here. The first thing that he did 
was &% go to the close. and bring out three volumes of thick books, which were 
thickly covered with dust nd cobwebs. 

"I've forgotten some of the dates myself," he said, and he began to 
turn the pages, squinting his near~sighted eyes, "Americans are very particular 
about dntes,* he continued, " and if they ask you to explain, look where you 
will be if you cannot explain them." 

I sat down on a stool, waiting for him. After exactly fifteen minutes, 
fifteen long minutes an which the teacher's eyes romped here and there, he finally 


went back to his seat and picked up his brush and wrote down a series of dates. 
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He mentioned s mething about the year, &,205, the year, 1911 and many things 
with the old calendar and the new. I told him that I aid not wish to know 
about dates, but about customs and traditions, but he paid no attention to me. 
Then some more looking into books, and some more writing, and after an hour 
and a half he gave me a piece of paper which contained some dates, and a little 
explanation of the holidays. He didn't have anymore time, so I finally left 
him, deciding to take a course on Einstein's Theory of Rela: ivity, after the 
_ confused explanations of dates and calendars, 
amas ¥ got was a piece of paper and a few dates, and a sentence or two 
telling about them. That was not enough to write about, so I began to ask 
everyone who would listen to me to tell -e¢ Something. And finally, after some 
information here and a little there, I got enough to write Something about the 
Festival of the Dead, 
In China in the little villages and hamlets when a person dies, there 
is usually an elaborate funeral, and a great deal of fuss and bother always 
accompany it. With those who are rich and ean afford it, the funeral is so 
expensive and fancy that a great deal of money and richness is connected with 
it. 
| Even if a person is poor, he will have a funeral, but ons much smaller 
‘Scale, but nevertheless all the confusion and sadness will be prominent. 
When a person dies, he is not buried immediately. He is laid down on the 
wooden floor for three whole days for all to see and observe. And from the 
towns the priests and nuns come and ehant around the dead body for days at a 
htvates: Their wailings and plaintive sobs will fill the whole atmosphere of 
the house. All this time the members of the family will ery and ery and per- 
; haps join in the chanting with the dreary procession of priests, After the 
| days pass by, the body is put into a plain wooden coffin and carried across 
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to the hills where it is buried. 

Then for a panes of years or months, depending greatly upon the section 
of the country, the members of the family refrain from wearing jewelry, and 
the woman will not wear silk for a number of years, 

Of course after the proper amount of years has gone by, then it is right 
to do anything one wishes, 

Now in China in almost every single hill one comes across, one is liable 

to stumble into a cemetary. In th se cemetaries lie the bones of generations 

of people. On top of this crude earth Strange ceremonies have taken place. 

Mothers have ome to weep for their departed children, lovers to weep for 

their lost dreams. Now it is only proper to set aside a certain day when the 
whole a of people eer rers the day as a holiday. But in China there is no def- 
inite date. The rich who has the money celebrates earlier than the poor. 

‘But no matter when they celebrate, they celebrate it in the same month. 

In villages and places where the population is but a few hundred, the 
whole group celebrate together. First a definite date is settled and everyone 
who wishes to take the exeursicn to the open air temple usually goes to the 
general store of th town and donates his share of money for buying meat, 

Now in th little towns and villages meat is not a thing that one can get ev ry~- 
day. So for an important holiday like the Festival for the Dead, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that every one who wishes to join in the celebration should 
donate his share. The man at the store will put his name on the psper and 

how much he donates. 

, When the day for the Festival of the Dead arrives, all those who are to 
make the excursion get up early and prepare for it. A few roast pigs are ready 
for this day and these are carried to the open air temple which is usually 
two or three miles away. Now everyone, young and old will walk the whole way, 


but those who can afford transportation will ride there. And the people will 
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bring rice along, besides tea, and cups and chopsticks and all the necessary 
articles that are demanded for the day. 

Usually the open air cave is built of cheap elay, like a deep tavern, 

“And the hord of people will 9 Up there and light their punks and candles and 
say prayers to the already departed. Then the raost pig is carefully weighed 
ahd divided in equal parts to all those who have a Share in the paying of it. 
Then the mothers, or fathers will pour out three cups of tea and put them down on 
the ground, light incense and golden papers. After that they wolild drop a little 
tin from each one of the cups and let it drop down on the ground, trying as 
exactly as possible to make a straight line with the Gripping tea. After that 
they feast and eat the meals right on the cemetary's ground. Those who did not 
pay @ share of the money for the pig usually have nothing unless one of the 

kind neighbors give some to hiv. Otherwise he must be content just to be with 
nothing. After eating and feasting they whole group will trad homeward and bring 
back whatever they can. Of course, the candles and incense they leave at the 
grave. And sometimes a little food they will leave there. Now when the group 

of peopl» come home they will feast again too. And whatever leftovers they have 
they will leave out of doors for the beggars who will come and get tt in the 
morning, And thus the holiday is celebrated, 

But do we have anything like this over here in America? Yes, but minus 
much mich of the elaborate detail. Fortunately no dead body is allowed to be 
left in the house for three days (Thank Goodness!) 

‘ Over there in America no matter how rigidly the Chinesé believe in the old 
customs, we ean say quite convincingly that when a person dics, much of the 
wailing and chanting is left out, Put on the other hand, I renenber from my old 
experience that when a person died, the mother in the family would stert to Sing 


& song, weird and eerie fr m the moment the .erson died till someone either 
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stopped her or when she got so exhausted she had to gop herself. 


“This weird chanting will last at the very least two hours or more, but 
some lasts all through the day. 1+ will throw shuddering into the hearts of 
hearers just to hear it. It is like a long song, that goes on forever and 


forever, like the regular beat of a tom tom drum. Listening for only a few 


minutes a sort of melancholy and despair will creep over t> the listener and 


he will try t. go far away to somewhere to avoid it, but no matter how far he 
goes, he will seem to hear that rhythm, the wailing drumming into his head. 
A most strange experience for anyone who has been through it. 

Of course, not everyone does this. Unly those old women of China, even 
though they wight be modernized to e great degres, do it unconsciously. 

Now to skip back to the old country for a minute. We got this information 
from 8 man about the ways of celebration of the Festival of the Dead in his 
particular village. 

First we must explain something about the Chinese calendar, not that we 
think we will be able to do it clearly, but we can try. In Chinese time, there 
are two distinct calendars known as the New Calendar and the Old Calendar. 

The Old Calendar has becn in use since time immortal, and after China became 
a republic a new calendar was made, Although the Old Calendar is completely 
done away with officially, nevertheless the people follow it and celebrate the 
holidays according to it. 

The 014 Calendar is a very difficult thing to explain» - nd the holidays 
do not come on regular days as in American nistory. for instance you take the 
holiday, Chinese Christmas , and as I have teld you it comes according to a 
certain amount of days after 6 certain holiday, and the Festival of the Dead 
comes exactly one hundred and sixty days after Chinese Christmas. gut in some 
ey there are thirteen months on the Chinese calendar, and in other years 


there are only twelve, so that no definite date could be set for certain holidays. 
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Most of the holidays are connected with one another acashen, and the 
date for the celebration of a holiday is determined by the date of the previous 
holiday. There are certain holidays that have definite dates, and some that 
have no definite date, such as the Festival of the Dead, although it always 
comes on the month of March, 

But to go back to the man who describes the celebration in his village. 

First, he explains, is to determine how many people of the village wish 
to go. Anyone under sixteen is ineligible to make the excursion to the temple. 
Then the whol: group of people is divided inte gix or seven suall groups. 

From this six of seven small groups are chosen two persons, and they sre the 
two ho take care of all the arrangement, the food, the amount of money to 
spénd, and ald necessary details, iow thes two men have grandfathers who died 
mony years ago, and the land that he left is rented out te tenent . 4nd every 
year on the day of the Postival of the Dead the two who are selected, go around 
to their father's or grandfather's land ang gather a certain amount of mney 
from each tenent. All the money is to be used for the celebration. On the day 
of the festival, everything will be ready and the journey up the mountains will 
start. 

There is the usual praying, the lighting of candles and the burning of 
papers. 

Then everyone will sit down on the ground and eat rice, drink tea. In 
ease there is anything left over, the people will bring it back cad leave it 
outside the house, so that the beggars can come to get 1t. Now thoss twe men 
who pay for the celebration may not cver gO and celebrate again until every 
Single one of thst group who has gone with him hes had a chance to pay for 
one of these excursions. Lt would toke a period of mony years for these tyro 


men to ever be able to go up again. 
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This is only one way in which the holiday is eslebrated. Doubtless 
there are many other different varieties and ways, ail depending n the clan, 
and different seations of the country. 

In Ameries much of this is left out. Although there are six big clans 
that follow the celebration, minus much of the fuss and bother. ; a 

Wost of the Chinesevisit the grave of the dead ones, ee their day of 


death, or their birthday. Some only go on Amcrican Armistice day, and they 
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make the trip once « year. any mew do not follow the Chinese ealendar at all, 


They either go on Armistice day or on the day in ehich the person dies. Those 


who are superstitious make paper clothes of shoes, stockings, dresses, and 


they burn then on the grave of the departed one. And they bring cups and bowls an 


and fill: them with rice end tea, and they burn incense, also lay flowers 
on the tombstone, 

Those who are thoroughly modern only bring flowers and visit the grave 
of the lost one. They Rave sort of celebraticn. 

Although many have a pieture of the dead pergon in the house, and 
every evening they would burn a glass of 011] all through the night. And near 
the picture bhey would make a little shelf, and on this shelf there would be 
placed in plentiful quantity flowers, fresh fruits, and incense. And every 
Single day of the year a bright glow of oil burning in front of the pictures, 
Yost people have only the picture and no sort of custom which they follow, 

I heard in one case that when a person dies in China, his picture is 
taken down and hidden away forever, and ne one would ever get a chance to see 


it. Fortunately in America nothing like this happens or ever will, 


It all goes back to this. In China the elaborate celebration is srominent 


and still is and will be. In America the celebration is very plain, and not 
in the very near future probably would be done away with. By that 4+ mean that 
instead of having a Festival of the Dead, the Chinese people will only visit 
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the grave once a year either on Armistice Day, or whenever they wish it. 

The future generation of Chinese will, when visiting the graves, find 
very little excitement and perhaps wonder at the still elaborate and fancy 
cust ms of the forever sleeping villages of the old country. 


Meanwhile we should be happy that we are alive. 


Marriage to the Chinese is a very important thing, 


peer ™ “a thrill to end up in the divorce halls of Reno, 
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four windsf Of course, there are divorces and separation, but on the 
errranenl 

whole, a very big percentage of the marriages remaink ¢dapletia, And 


strangely enough, very few Chinese widows remarry if they have the chance, 


They seem to be satisfied with life as it is, and the death of their 
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The same can be said for the men too, They will vinsage single just 
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like the women, It is hard to define the reason whys ithy just one of 
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Chinese people have big families, wéeumee/Chinese always have big 
families, But the modern Chinese have smaller families, And tgs good 
thing too, The Chinese people aqh™ make much money, and with Map fewer 
in the family, they Goa manage much better than if they ha¥@ many 


children, The average number in a Chinese family over here is around 


six or seven, pee 
ian es is lhene ) 
WAS unless we ay terribly mistaken, te marrige counle/ral have 


fewer children than/their parents. But back in China in the old 
villages, the children mW come as regularpas the seasons, one after 
(then } 
another, so you cen yeoyr readily seejwhy there are four hundred million 
cad 
Chinese in China, And floods and wars and sickness, deat seem to make any 
difference at all in the final count. 
lis te \ hee 


When a Chinese couple/get married even in this modern age and here in 


despite the very ath fact that seni of the details are left out, 
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one ana Chinese women only know two Pies bath Who is going to be married, 


he ee ee By 
> “eae yoy 
on wi elton ie 


ay “ofttt waa 


ees: "eo Bri bette qe> ‘one ano “ nt i 
f IR Hoy Rabid 4 


4 te Ds 


eae severe ¢-Leogy 
atest to AYneb es Ihnwe! vee dt nw ehtl aoty elt, ae. 

ee bel hide uted Pri RO ate Ay von enti a ae. 

‘ of you? ene tea iis oer it sr out 46 w Asin 
. Ai eae oa ; . 
evil o& dent dreddos nismer \dient peat lierinteap to ea od, era 


‘ 


ie ke wiih ‘eves teat oe vevrineab't ewobin OS ena ook 


4 


ders; as yen | st “gin Ske wat weed ait Fev wi ol ibn ee ey ouse von’ 


‘to esto dave ‘ai Aylin soaper aid ert eaty: od loxath ¢ rd E oven on out aa 
: > ei teat t i en am 
| i. serenh) teanre tact eunhiss ‘evtnuto exci 

®.. re 


ii _ Maoity a2, ; hh AN Hae, a Ri. 
aid) eval a ane, oh cventsiTgcamei 17 ath tae’ ‘at 2 ovat stoeg mc 


Boon & tet Crk oki bitet eek me ved emerste) rinehee ¢ Se Sam: 
POM Sacne - Hea hire: Sepcell sien abla oly « eLrroms  opbatad ody 
at Mak yetid ME wad meted Hoce erro see deat wt 


bron at sved sve vile? exenidd « ot nee sees oyetev es. oat 


f >raA} | * 
ee, 
eved Jy een fre ikon ant aah anata atm an 


i wales 


vets ao  ehoesem ed Re ve iryert ee nino > serhas ont 23 
ne tilt Boronted sai one 8 oak ee pias ibis i ge wea feso 


et sted Sngtene axe) Sacra abst th eve token 


by nice on tan m aneol L 


1 


oa * 
dor Dee 
ae child cane Mich, 
and who is expecting Uhesterk. They know the exact date aato what. 
“yen, 
Maver a, che ta tieatee birthday falls on, and on what day so and so 


alse tin Aetat/ } 
got married, They eeathe-persene-weo- know ‘the latest gossip and news, 


eaten ) 
And when a person dies or decides /m» getS the notion Gan Quen- 
TACs (Song cynical morpneoal 
tin, (m%/Chinese teacher's definition of one who decides to get heiak, 


We) you can be sure that one of these old dry looking women will be the 


first to know about it. Somehow or the other they seem to know, 


A Chinese marriage is always something to remember, something that 
ayes place ) Meare 


will always linger in a person's memory, whether it in China or 
over here in America, I guess, it is because the Chinese have always 


looked upon marriage as something important. And in almost every single 
(L hace neficed ) 

Bat tags (enere is always trouble between the family of the man and the 
TO teanants ! MPSS 9 Seem 

family of the Mrm, If it isn't this, themit's that. But they #ith A 


find something to argue about, behteve amet ~ 
Here in Amentcay ntpnesen 
great percentage of the marriages ever-here-ts?4 combination of 


Ke 
the old and (new, That is, the Chinese combineg oriental and occidental 


vigen fhe CuS toms w 


customs with the greater percentage leaning toward the oriental side, Of 
course this doegnf take in exceptional cases like the one that happen 4 
quite recently in which two brothers went to the house of the young girl 
and eloped Awa. The Chinese mother was so astounded she aidnot know what 
to say. One of the brothers was in the car getting the motor ready to 
start while the other went up to the house to claim his future bride, The 
two rushed right out the front door. In his excitement the boy dropped 

a suitcase right on the feet of the girl's mother and crushed her toes so 
badly een quite badly, The mother threatened to hang herself, 
and for many days the friends and relatives had to go to the house of the 


mother to watch her and see that she did not carry out her act. Bhis.is 


Although the Chinese people over here have dropped quite a few of 
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the old customs, some new ones have crept in which arqnbt quite 


Cnet ae 
Chinese or a e western, Generally speaking, before a girl marries a 
ib ag 


f 
boy, Waana is usually arranged ,between the parents of the two parties, 
(tah | 
4 @ certain amount of money Aa be paid over to the bride's mother, This 


could from three or four hundred up to two thousand dollars, In some 


iz 
sn en 
families where both parties are poor, this paya@m of money is left out, 


Lia Case, ) iften The nurnben of ) 
but the bride's mother will Tnslat ees ee cakes and cookies the 


[Indce fhe will Weewise stipulate upon _ 
boy's side should donate, Gmoraksg how many tables they een eo 
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in the party following the marriage, 


To put the whole thing in a nutshell, a marriage between a couple 
(a2 furaly o 
here is very much like a business proposition. ‘wawa fo one wehia likes to 
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money , there/ usually, is/a big quarrel between the two concerned, and the 
: Crs 
whole town and city weewty join in the/discussion as to what should have 


been done, when it should be done, and who takes advantage of whom, And 


usually for days after a marriage in the city, the talk will still be [%«3;« ~4 
Abeuf ¢ phere. ZF linger om fon a! time before _) 
onrouarsmen Ppi-rr : nity 
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umet fit eventually pag diesdown, 
on fact, » 

Very frequently jatter a marriage, there is a sort of strained feeling 
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lofewrnee _ fer a whale 
between the bride's and groom's parents, ts Pooy/alvays make up ime 
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elaborate and magnificient i ihe ceremony. 
alr eS 
In China the parents/have the last word in a marriage, They have 
more authority than the persons who are going to be married, If any of 


the parents disapprove of a young man or woman, then that person is 


practically doomed so far as his chances of getting married to iy FN al 
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person, in many many cases people are married without any knowledge as 
to whom their partners are going to be, Usually these people go through 
with their marriage whether they like it or not, They have to like it, 

In special cases the parents bethroth their children long before 
they are born, sort of counting their chickens before they are hatched, 
But that's China for you, land of mystery, 

In these modern times we think the children have a great deal to 
say about it, and perhaps they themselves will have a last word to utter, 
but the parests somehow remain to be the real deciding factor ina 
marriage. The boy's parents must approve of the girl, and the girl's 
parents must approve of the boy. And last and very least, the boy and 
girl approve of the parents! choice, Dear, Dear, 

In China the practice of giving over a certain amount of money over 
to the bride's parents is not as widely held to as over here in America, 
fie more important thing is to let the boy's side donate a certain number 
of cakes and cookies as an engagement present, The practice of wearing 
a ring is very rare, as usually re boy would give a golden bracelet to 
the girl, The engagement could last from a few months to a year or more, 

The date of marriage usually come on a good luck day, and this day 
is selected from the good luck book, so that the marriage would be a very 
prosperous one, After the day is selected, the plans for the ceremony 
are arranged, and details made clear, Three or four days before the 
marriage is to occurred, the friends and girl companions of the bride to 
be gather together in the house of the future bride and play games and 
mah jong all through the night, and during this time no one would go to 


bed. 


It is a sort of last reunion of the girl, a last chance before the 
girl is to become a woman, Then the girls would ali join together in 


singing songs, and then they would cry together and sing songs back to 
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each other. 

All this time the games and gambling will go on until way into the 
morning, Nobody sleeps during this time, And when the time for the 
departure comes, tears would come as thick as running water, 

The marriage day is one of great excitement, The sedan chair will 
come to take the lovely bride away to her husband's home, This is the 
day in which the cookies and cakes will arrive in great quantity. After 
these cakes and cookies arrive, they are passed out to friends and some 
are eaten right at the house, and other are offered to Gods and Goddess 
in prayer. 

There are three different days in which the groom should donate 
cakes and cookies to the girl's family, First, on the day of engagement; 
second, on the day the bride is to go over to her husband's house; third, 
on the third day after marriage. The amount of cakes and cookies are 
determined ahead of time, And when they arrive every single piece is 
counted out to see if the right amount is there. Many women have talked 
and argued just because the boy fails to bring the exact amount that he 
promises, You can rest assured that the girl's mother would count every 
single piece of cakes or cookies, They just would not be cheated, 

Before the bride gets into the sedan chair, an old woman takes care 
of her hair, arranging and making it ready, During this time the old 
woman and the girl would be chanting and singing songs back and forth to 
each other, The songs all have a story and the ones that they sing will 
all deal with something good, of luck and fortune, no sadness, After the 
hair is finished, the girl is dressed up in either bliue or black cotton 
cloth, no silks or dazzling color, the rule is that the bride-to-be must 
be dressed in color of an obscure tone, 

Then the girl would covered her face up, and the old woman would carry 


her out with the girl on back doing a buggy ride, Outside the sedan 
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chair would be waiting, and four men standing at the side waiting to 
carry the girl to her future home, After the girl gets into the sedan 
chair, she looks at no one, since the chair is all covered up. Sometimes 
firecrackers are shot off and the four men would carry the girl away to 
her home, 

The girl does not go over to the husband's house until late in the 
afternoon, or sometimes in the evening, In the morning before she is to 
go to her future house, all the presents and furniture donated by the 
friends are carried over to the house, Every single present is opened 
so that anyone who wishes to see it could see for themselves how much the 
girl has, All these presents are carried by men through the town like a 
parade and shown to all. Sometimes in the rich homes a band is hired, 
and many men in horse's back would be near the front of the procession 
leading the way, If the girl has many presents, the men would have to 
make two or three trips to the house before all of the gifts are moved out, 
The poor people do the same thing, only in a much smaller scale, The 
people would all stand in the streets and watch the procession go by, 

When the sedan chair reaches the home of the husband, another old 
woman comes forth and carries the bride in, Sometimes an umbrella is used 
to escort them in, When the bride reaches her room, she will discard her 
blue or dark clothes and dress herself in bright colors, Then she will 
come out and bow to everyone who assembles there to see her, ‘Then she will 
get down on her knees and pour tea to the boy's parents and to the guests, 
The guests would all try to hide, and sometimes it is very hard to make 
them come out at all. 

After all this is over, there is a prayer, And there will be a roast 
pig in the table, On this first day of the marriage, only the friends 
of the husband's side are invited, Iiostly it is cousins and closely 


related persons, There would be a sort of preliminary party on this ~ 
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evening with only the closely related friends and cousins present, 

Then there is another party on the second day, an occasion much 
more important than the previous day. For those who could afford it, 

. the party is celebrated in a restaurant or a hall especially hired for 
the day. Otherwise the party is held at home, At this voarty everyone 
is invited, both from the girl's and boy's side. Usually the husband 
pays for this feast, sometimes it is arranged how many tables the boy 
should pay for, and how many the girl should pay for, On this day the 
bride is dressed up in her most beautiful clothes, changing it many times 
to show the people present the variety of her wardrobe, 

Now the third day after the bride's marriage she is to journey home 
to her mother's house, This day is very important, and even here in 
America the day is observed very faithfully. 

Barly in the morning the husband goes over to the house of his 
wife's mother, At this time the in-laws would prepare noodles and the 
husband would eat it, The bride does not come over to the house until 
in the afternoon, 

This day the cookies are again carried to the former house of the 
girl. They are carried in red boxes, trimmed with fancy decorations and 
designs, and they would arrive at a certain hour, This day many pigs are 
roasted, and they are too carried through the town or city so that all 
might observed. Sometimes there are as many as twenty or thirty roast 
pigs carried from the husband's house over to the house of the girl's 
mother, Those who are poor still have the roast pig, but not in such 
great quantity. 

After the pigs arrive, they would be placed on the tables and prayers 
are offered to the Gods, After that the pigs are cut open and delivered 
out to the friends, Those who are closely related get a larger portion 


while those who are distantly related get the smaller portion. 
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In the huge red boxes instead of cookies and cakes, there would 
be peanuts, cocoanut candy, and many fried delicacies. These cookies 
and cakes are cut and passed around to the people who assembles at the 
house of the bride's mother, 

When the bride arrives at the house of her mother, she comes alone, 
since her husband comes early in the morning. The rule is that the 
husband and wife should not come together, When the bride comes into the 
house a sort of hush would come over the household, The bride would 
have to bow to her parents, and then she and her husband would have to 
go down on their knees and pour tea to the parents. Then she would give 
money wrapped in paper to her brothers and sisters, and in some cases, 
in different sections of the country, the bride is compelled to give money 
to every single person 4&t her mother's house on the third day. 

The cookies and cakes and pork are divided and packed into small 
packages and then delivered to the friends, Now on this third day there 
is another party, and at this party only the friends and relatives on 
the girl's side are invited, This party is given at the bride's former 
home, and paid for by the pride's parents. Of course chicken and duck are 
the most important foods, dominating the party, Then there is a plentiful 
supply of wine and fancy dishes. 

Late in the evening the bride goes back to her howe with her husband. 
And then they would live happily ever after, with only trouble when the 
long legged stork oes around. 

The general formula for a marriage over here is patterned very much 
to the old rule of China. Only over here in America we do not have the 
sedan chair, and the presents and things are not paraded around the town 
or city. 

Strange as it might seems, there is such a thing as a go-—between, 


and in every marriage almost, there always is one, This go-between arranges 
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the introduction between the boy and girl. And the go-—between can be a 
close friend or a cousin, and she can be hired from’either the girl's or 
boy's side, If the marriage is successful, the go—between would be 
given money wrapped in red paper, from either twenty-five to a hundred 
dollars or more, It is the duty of the go-between to find a girl or boy 
suitable to the person who wishes to get married, And she would do her 
very best, as if the marriage goes through, she gets some money, and 

she doesn't want to miss it. 

The go-between is a very important person, 

We'll say that a boy Aste a girl very much, and his psrents wish to 
know the girl better, He can't very well say to the girl, "I like to 
marry you." Here is where the work of the go-between comes in, She would 
go over to the girl's house and explain everything to the girl's perents, 
The girl's eats would perhaps arrange a day when the two could get 
together to discuss everything over, If after seeing the boy, the girl 
decides he is not the one for her, the matter is dismissed, If she 
decides in the affirmative, then both the parents of the boy or girl must 
have their say in whether they approve or not. But here in America, if 
the boy or girl decide to marry each other, usually there is no objection 
from the parents, but in families who are strict, the parents have the 
final word, 

All right. After the boy and girl give their approval of each other, 
and the parents agree, an engagement date is settled, A good luck day 
is chosen from the old Chinese book, But before this is done, a very 
jong conference is held between the boy's and girl's parents, During this 
time everything is discussed from money to clothes and jewelry. First 
the boy's parents would ask how much the girl's side wishes, This is 


usually done through the go-between, The sum of money paid over to the 
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girl's parents is from four hundred up to a thousand dollars or more, 
But in this time of depression, five hundred dollars is a very good sum, 
In some cases people pay as low as two hundred dollars, People do not 
pay money in even dollars. If the girl's parents want five hundred 
dollars, the right thing for the boy to do is to give four hundred and 
ninety-nine dollars and ninety-nine cents, It is considered bad Luck:. 
to give an even amount, | 

Sometimes when both sides decide not to spend any money, being 
poor or not very well off, the girl's parents would consent to give the 
girl away for nothing, and there would not be any celebration or cakes 
and cookies to be donated from the boy. In this way both sides would 
not have to spend money, and no presents, wedding presents or otherwise, 
are accepted, 

This kind of wedding is very quiet and no sort of celebration is 
in evidence, Perhaps the two families would get together and have a 
quiet dinner, 

Many comical incidents would occur during the time of marriage. A 
mother would demand the amount she thinks her daughter ought to bring 
in. If the man is rich, the mother would ask for more, She would 
approximately guess at the price. If the boy thinks it is too much 
probably he would refuse to submit to it. Many a hot and comical error 
has happened because of the amount of money to be paid over to the giri's 
mother, The girl's mother would say that it takes more than five hundred 
dollars to raise her daughter up to her age, and if she accepts the 
money, it is practically giving the daughter away, The man would point 
out that there is a depression despite the N, R. A. and daughters don't 
bring in as much money as they use to, And on and on through the night. 
But in the end something always is arranged to suit both sides as nearly 
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Some mothers do not ask for any definite amount. They would tell 
the go-between to inform the boy that he could give any amount that he 
sees fit, The chances are that he will give much too less, and the 
mother would secretly give herself a kick in the pants for not naming 
any definite amount, She would just have to gnaw her teeth, and say 
nothing, And when the friends and relatives ask how much hes the boy 
donated over, she would probably say an amount much more greater than 
the actual one, so she would not be duly humiliated, 

The engagement day is one chosen from the good luck book, On this 
day there would be a party at the girl's house, Everyone of her girl 
companions would be there, The only difference is that the chanting of 
songs is left out when compared to the way the people do it in the old 
country, The party is attended only by the friends on the mothers! side, 
None of the friends and relatives on the boy's side are invited, The 
cakes and cookies come in red boxes, And ile a it takes more than 
thirty or forty of these boxes to accommodate the cakes and cookies, 
Hese cookies and cakes are passed around only to the friends of the girl 
or the mother, 

The date of marriage is another day chosen from the good luck book, 
The day before the marriage is to take place, the go-between would bring 
the amount of money the mother of the girl asks for, The mother would 
en it and give some money to the go-between, usually ten ot twenty 
dollars, for the services she has done, 

Many days before the marriage of the girl is to take place the pre 
sents would begin to arrive, Blankets, flower vases, comforters, and 
many other articles, sometimes jewelry too, The names of the donator is 
kept in a list so as not to be forgotten, 

During these few busy days before the girl is to become a bride, the 


mother wovld buy many things for her, gold, furniture and numerous clothes, 
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fiis is very important, as when the bride goes home, all the friends of 

the boy would come and look at the presents, If there is not a sufficient 
amount there, there would be loud rumors and gossip which manages always 
to trevel all over the city, So the girl's mother in trying to avoid 
gossip and bad talk usually buys her daughter many many things, 

In a marriage great sums of money are involved, Ppa the whole 
amount of money the mother receives for her daughter is spent back in 
es her things, and all the necessary articles, All of tbe presents 
and articles are taken over to the house of the husband just before the 
marriage day, 

Many days before the marriage, the boy and girl would practice the 
ways of walking and acting. The marriage ceremony is done in western 
style, only Chinese words of spoken, usually by a Chinese priest, 

The wedding could take place either in a church, in the home or in 
the restaurant where the party is to be held right after the wedding. The 
last seems to be the more frequently followed one, 

The bride would wear the bridal western gown, and the wedding march 
is the song played during the ceremony, After the ceremony, rice are 
scattered on the bride and company, Then the party would begin, After 
the ceremony the bride would immediately change into Chinese long robes, 
Ane she would change it from time to time during the party. The bride would 
ee a special table with the only closely related from both sides et the 
table with her, There would be long dull speeches and everyone impatient 
ot put on the feed bag. 

The party usually lasts from two to four hours, After the party there 
is dancing and merriment, 

Long before this party is to take place, many days before, it is already 
arranged as to how many tables the girl's side wishes, This is determined 


by how many guests are invited. The husband's side would do its own 
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figuring and thus in this wey the total of amount of tables at the 
party is determined, Now if the girl's parent orderéd ten tables, and 
suppose when the guests arrive the ten tables are not sufficient to 
seat them all some of the guests could go over to the boy's reserved 
tables, If those tables too are crowded, then the people would just 
have to squeeze in, 

When the guests leave the husband and wife would stand near the 
doorway and bid each one goodbye, and shake hands with the man folke, 

The girl's parents would go back home with many of her friends and at the 
house the whole group would gather together and play mah jong way through 
till the morning dawn, Many of the guests irom the far away city would 
stay over at the house until the third day, and many times the husband 
has to go to the hotel to get a room, so that there would be enough 

room for the guests, 

All of these guests would stay at the house of the mother and wait 
until the third day, and after this day they would go back to their home, 
and the mother would heave a sigh of relief that everything is all through, 

During these days of waiting, usually the women folks would talk 
until late in the night about this and that, sometimes talking as late as 
three or four in the morning, 

On the third day after the marriage, the newly—wedded husband would 
come early in the morning to the house of the mother~in-law, There he 
would be served noodles. At this early eating, only the father-in-law 
and the new husband, and perhaps a few other men folks are present. The 
ladies and girls are not supposed to take part in this occasion, 

At a certain hour the cakes and cookies arrive. These are taken out 
and cut open and served to the guests, Many are put into bags and taken 
around and given away to the friends, 


In the afternoon the bride would arrive. She usually arrives at the 
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house in an automobile or tazi since there is no sedan chair in America, 

fiere would be great excitement when she arrives, The guests and 
friends would all go to the window and peep out to see the bride, even 
though they know exactly what she looks like, And when the girl enters 
everybody would be quiet. 

The guests at the house would meke the girl's parents sit down, end 
the bride and groom would have to kneel down right in front of them, and 
they would have to pour tea to the two older folks. And they would have 
to bow once, After that is done the girl gives away money wrapped in 
red paper. 

When the roast pig arrives, usually there is only one or two, it is 
cut open and divided in sections, But before that is done, the pig is 
offered in prayer to the Gods, Then it is cut open by a man especially 
hired to do it. These small pieces together with some pieces of cookies 
and half a chicken are put together in a big bag and passed around to 
the different friends, 

Late in the evening a party is held at the house of the bride's 
mother, and just like in China, only the friends and relatives of the 
girl's side are invited. The bride and the husband usually go home about 
ten or eleven in the evening. 

The guests that are staying at the girl's mother house would stay 
till late in the evening, and they would start going home early the next 
morning, 

When the mother finds that the house is empty the next morning she 
will know how it feels to be lonely, and the house would seem very quiet 
and dull after the immense celebration and noisy noise of the days before, 

After the third day the daughter can come and visit her mother anytime 
she oe ake either alone or with her husband, She would probably find out 


that after everything is clear, she did not make any money out of the 
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marriage, since the money she receives is either partly or wholly spent 


back in the buying of clothes and jewelry and all necessary articles. 

We must say that there is such a thing as teasing the wife. After 
the wife goes back to her husband's house, she becomes the victim of the 
boy's friends, They would tell her to sing, dance, and do anything 


they feel like asking. And the new wife would have to do them, That 


is her part, and this custom is in evidence in every occesion of a wedding. 


And thus in this way, and other variations of ways a Chinaman bites 


the dust, and enters into San Quentin. 
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wheve a king dwelled. Generally it was always a girl and 
a boy. These were supposed to accompany the dead man and 
take care of him so that he would not be lonely. Parents 
who needed money desperately sold their ehildren for such 
purposes. 

"Portunately such things are not permitted today. 

It was a very cruel thing to do. 

"rt also remembereseeing a ceremony long ago in which 
socalled ghost-seeing women drove the ghosts away who had 
been following a certain young woman everywhere she went. 
This young woman was always seeing strange things and sights 
that seared her mother to death. So the mother decided to 
hire some ghosteseeing women to get rid of the ghosts. 

These women were supposed to be able to have eyes that pene- 
trated the air and that could see a ghost in its actual and 
true form, 

"Phis woman, as I said, was pursued by ghosts every- 
wheree The mother had heard about these special ghost-seers 
and a6¢idea to give them a triale All in the village wore 

_ terribly.excited and crowded around these women to see how 


e 


ae they worked. All of us were exceedingly inquisitive and 
watched them carefully. | 
"Phese old women had many nets. They used them for 
snaring ghosts. We witnessed a sudden struggle between the 
women and the ghosts. One of the women was badly bitten and 


there were marks of huge teeth on her back. After the ghosts 
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had been caught they were put into large empty jars. It 
hook fren tentire to fifteen men to carry these jars after 
they were filled ups They took these jars, covered them 
up and threw them into the se8. 

"After that, the young woman was entirely freed 
from the pursuit of ghosts, but yet no one wished to marry 
her because she had once been connected with them." 

Mr. Kiang, because he knew these things had happen- 
ed and because he himself had seen ghosts, believed that 
they eristed everywhere. He never forgot his experiences 
in that school back in China. But since leaving the sehool, 
he has never been bothered by them. 

Because of his experiences with ghosts mothers would 
not let their daughters merry him and people who knew about 
him would not even allow their daughters to be in his company, 
which goes to show that darkness still prevails in the minds 


of many men and women. 
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The Banana Ladies 


This is what my mother told mo«e | 

"veny years ago my father heard about a very 
clever magician, and this magician could perform the 
strangest miracles with a banana tree. Many of my fae 
ther's friends had urged him to go with them to see 
this strane magician, but he never had tim@.s 

"One night, however, he decided that he might 
just as well go, although he did not believe the strange 
things that his friends told him the benana-man could 
do» So they then went to the house of the magician and 
sat downe There was a banana tree in the room, and the 
magician mumbled mary strange and meaningless words 
and then, with one slagh of his kmife, he split open the 
tree, and out from it there came a beautiful lady, a 
very beautiful lady, indeed, holding a tray of steaming 
teas. She came close to my father, and my father took a 
glass of tea, but was afraid to drink it for fear that | 
there might be something evil in tt. But his friends 
said to him, ' Do not be afraid, We have drunk it many 
times,’ So my father drank the tea and it was so very 
sweet and tasty theathe even drank a second cup of ites 
Then the lady went back into the tree and came out with 
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Some cooklegs 


"when my father returned home he told uy mother 
about ite When she heard te whole stery she said, 
‘you were foolish to drink such tea, One never lmows 
what evil may be in ite’ But my father paid no atten= 
tion to hers 

"Om another occasion my father wont there again, 
and this time there was a huge banana, just a plain | 
banana, not a tree. This tie the magielan sliced the 
banana in half, and out from the middle of it there 
Sprang a lady, only not so beautiful as the one who had 
come out of the banana tree. And this lady did exactly 
the same thing that the other beautiful lady had dones 


My father was very surprised at this, and he never could 


find out how the magician 444 the trick, ‘The magician, 
in fact, insisted that it was not a trick at ali, out 
Something real, However, my mother @lways denied thise 


'No,* she said, ‘there's nothing real about such things. 


They are evil spirits, But my father never did mind 
her anyways He drank thet tea and ate those cookies 


and not’ ing happened to him. And he lived to a ripe old 
age e" 
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A Dream of Hell 


One day a little girl's father died. The 
girl remembered it very well and she remembered that 
her father wore,wnen he died,a blue cotton Chinese 
LODE» | 

Many months after his death she had a terrible 
dream, She saw herself putting on the blue robe that 
her father had worn and sinking deep down into the bo-« 
wels of the earth. | 

When she reached the bottom she saw all around 
her images of saints and gods on the walls, ‘Then she 
heard the weird chanting of strange voices. She had a 
feeling of being lost, of soaring in space, of not he» 
Seneing anywhere» 

All these experiences fused and merged into an 
uneven blur--the pictures of the priests, the devils, 
the chanting and the wailing. 

Then she héard the ruler of hell calling cut loud 
to her, "Get going$ Get goings" 

She found herself suddenly sailing at a rapid 
rate upwards through spaces 

When she told her dream to her relatives they 
said, "Lueky for you that you found yourself sailing up 


in your father's cloak; otherwise you would never have 
awakened at al1," 


e as juaten eure ap" 0. 86 th. eet ne oF row scale % 


a ape ae 
xg a 


OLUbreak S| bod ele ddoab ett nodtA aaitvioes pn Hea: 


Ateniet bens ots 


Hand oer outa. a st sy Lith ay | 
. wat’ 


a 


Se a We od ¢ a) shige gabe sng botet hn 


hiroets fo ton ete moddod etd he adomorr oxi cnet 


slain 2 ee 


OAS! sinh BL Laer Oo OO whey bit ot ota 40. oasis, 6st 
A her 68h eont v oxnionte to prot emma a “bitow. oda bene 


¢ 


SOE) Se OS ay OOM ee Bites Tt} eeed. buted to: aaLLood:, 


Heal sess gaara 


Ka otks badoew Bow beaut ep oii Perel gene :§ se a 


(SL QVOD ONS adn tae ge nord Py} &. oul dest ube sevens. 
Oh ees Pea! a sae a 
me a hy 2 iy a a is gh aif fitaeet 9 
i aaa RPS bison aaah ee Seka ee ay Aaa. Sa 
MEAS Ned A L230 Bidet er oy Tepe’ aol fase 8 hide 


bigeye te. Eades oe vidnbs ure” ‘Ronin: a ont 


ne aaige peptic ah 

yoit 4 gabe da dui 
‘A i f 

i Beitline Aipmeaie 


“Wiradt awrtgn 


How a Boy Killed a Girl 


This is one of the strangest stories that has 
ever come to me» It is an incident that really happened 
in San Francisco about twenty years ago and it only goes 
to prove again that old obsolete customs still persisted 
at that time. 

The Chinese are a very peculiar people, we are 
told, and they do many strange things. Perhaps now 
people know that it was once a custom, that when a child 
killed another child accidentally, then the live chila 
had to be buried along with the dead one. In the old 
days in China they did that very frequently and the 
Chinese term for it was "sleeping on the coffin bottom.” 
it is a very old custom, but whether it is still practiced 
or not, I do not know. 

This story about how a boy killed a girl is not 
strange, but the strange part of it is the demand made by 
the dead girl's mother. And it happened in this way. 

There were two married sisters who were very good 
friends. The older sister had many children, all boys. 
All her life she longed for a girl but she did not get one. 
Since her small married sister had a girl, the older sister 
showered much of her affection and love upon her. And the 


two sisters were very good and close feiends. Rb tone Medora 
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have believed that any sort of trouble could separate them. 

Now the older sister's husband always kept a gun 
under his pillow and one day the little son discovered it. 
He did not use it, but he left it where it was. 

One day the small sister's daughter had a quarrel 
“with this boy, and she came over to the house and argued 
with him. The little boy was about twelve at that time, 
and the girl was about ten. The boy suddenly thought of 
the gune He ran into his father’s room; he took the gun 
from under the pillow, and rushed out of the room. Prob- 
ably the boy did not understand anything about the GUN. 

He merely wished to get it and frighten the cirl away 
Then quite accidentally the gun went off, and the girl 
was killed then and there. 

The girl's mother was furious, for she loved this 
daughter of hers dearly. The boy's mother was deaperate 
and did not know what to de. 

One day the dead girl's mother came over to her 
sister's house and demanded that the boy who shot her 
girl be buried along with the dead girl. The boy's mother 
almost went mad when she heard this demand. Finally, after 
@ great deal of argument, she told her younger sister that she 
would pay her two thousand dollars, not to let the boy be bur- 
ied with the girl. But the girlts mother refused to accept 
the money. She wanted the boy to pay with his life because 
he had killed her daughter. 
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the bo 's mother took the ca case to court and 
court, of course declared the boy innocent, and that 
“the girl had been Filled ‘accidentally. It also declared 
a3 ‘ that. it was against the law to bury a person alive. . 


There was + thus nothing | that the girl's mother 
could do. 
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One day a poor man awoke with a very empty, uncom- 
fortable feeling in his stomach. He had not eaten for many 
days and naturally was tired and listless. He knew that he 
nad to do something to stop that awful gnawing of his empty 
stomach. | 

He went slowly out into the bright sunshine. It 
had suddenly become unendurably hot. dust as he felt he 
could walk no farther, he saw a duck waddling by. He looked 
up and down and all around. Nobody was watching,so he grabbed 
the duck and set off for home. 

Putting the duck into a box at the corner of the 
house, he went inside and enthusiastically sharpened his 
knife. 

When he went to the box to get the duck, the duck 
was gone. Only the two legs of the duck were left. 


So the poor man did not have his dinner after ell. 
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raise the social conditions of women. In the advocation of 


mass education, these women go. into the lower sections of the 
cities and into the villages to teach the poor people to read 
and write. Today we find many women partici pating in the so- 


cial and political movements ag well as in the professional . 


fields. During the year 1927 many women wearing uniforms fought 


together with the soldiers of the Nationalist Party against 
the militarist forces from the north. In spite of the protest 
from the old folke, they marched forward with a couregeous am- 
bition. 3 

Being held back by the feudalfetic ideas, the women of 
. the villages are the most conservative. In some parts further 
inland, in China, we find young women still bind their feet. 
They still cling to the old feudalistiec philosophy of Confuciua, 
that men are superlor to women, Because they are mostly poor 
peasants, they have not opportunity to receive en education. 
They are tenomat and do not know anything outside their own 
home, 

the Chinese women in America are free and equal by lew, | 
but socially they are not. They are still bound by the feud~ 
alistie ideas held by the old people who emigrated from China 
many years ago, and who do not know tmt China is chsnging, 

There arc aleo two types of Chinese women in America. The 


nativesdoin is one type and the foreign born is the other. 
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is observed, 

There are one hundred of these large bamboo fire- 
crackers, and each one has a number attached to it, ranging 
from one to a hundred. Hach one is shot off and when it 
explodes, it jumps up ante ¥he air, flying high up a cone 
Siderable distance. There are many spectators dined up 
to watch and when one of these firecrackers goes off, 
there is a rush to get it. Whoever acquires the bamboo 
shell first may keep it, provided that he wants it and 
is willing to pay the amount of money which that number 
cells for. In case he does not desire to keep it, he can 
either give it to someone who wants it or in case nobody 
wants that particular number, then the hollow bamboo shell 
belongs to the temple for that year. Meanwhile that 
number will still be shot off in the yearly celebration, 
but no one may claim it... 
in our house there is one of these gods, number 
forty-four, and I remeber how excited everyone was when it 
was brought into the house. 

tt was early that morning, in fact, that I heard 
first about the Buk Dei. 

It so happened that we knew a person who was not 
getting along very well either in his private or in his 
business life. He heard about this celebration down in 


Marysville and he told mother about it. He was going down 


to see the celebration, he said, and he was going to come 
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back with one of these bamboo shells. Now since mother 

is a very superstitious person, the only one in the family 
in fact who is really superstitious, she told the man to 
get one for her too. 

And I, as always, just clenched my hands and said 
nothing. What with picttres of gods, fortune-tellers, 
prophecies, hovebaepes, all cluttering the house every- 
where I almost went mad. But I'm sure life would go on 
just as it has been doing even without all this bother. 

Well, the next time I heard about this Buk Dei 
was that very samo night at about eleven o'clock. I was 
awakened by a great deal of noise, and since I am awakened 
by the slightest noise, I got up to see what it was all 
aboute 

Everybody was leaning over the table looking at the 
picture. There was a picture on the table, a hollow bam- 


boo firecracker, two peacock feathers, and a piece of red 


silk cloth. Everyone was talking loudly about the celebration 


and how exciting it all was. In fact, it was so exciting, 


I found it necessary to go back to bed. 


The next morning mother sent me up to Kress to buy 
a amall piece of oilcloth and some night-lights at the 
drug store. And when I reached home my brother Sung was 
already fixing a little shelf near the wall. When it was 
finished mother cut the oilcloth just the right size and 
covered the piece of dirty wood. Then she took out two long 
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glass bowls, and into each one she put an artificial rose. 
She filled up a glass bowl with water and on top of that 
she poured o11, and in the o41 she put one night light. 
She lit that, and a steady fire began burning which lasted 
for hours. 

Late that evening she lit some red wax candles and 
punks, poured out three cups of wine and rice and put them 
in front of the picture. 

The number of the picture we have was forty-four | 
and it cost us four and a half dollars to get it. It has 
been in our possession now for two years. Ana the Buk Dei 
brings us good fortune? Let me see. 

Two years ago I was wearing fifteen cents socks, 
and now I buy only twenty-five cents stockings. Two years 
age I had only two pair of shoes, now I have three, Two 
years ago, my father wished to return back to China to see 
his mother. Mow he's there. 


And my friends said to mother, "Ah, how fortunate 


you are. Your husband is back in China, your boy is working. 


What have you to worry about? And mother would say, her 
voice grateful and soft, “Yes, the Buk Dei has brought us 
luek indeed." 

But still i say, all these things would have 
happened anyway, even if we had no picture of this god. 

Now to take the other side of the story. 

The man who went to Marysville to get this god 
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continued to suffer after he had bought his picture. His 
health broke down and it was necessary for him to go to a 
public institution because he had no moneye At that time 
his wife was ready to send the picutyre of the god back to 
the temple. However, the husband showed Signs of getting 
well, and friends advised the wife not to send the god back 
Since he was helping the husband to get well. 

The man came out of the hospital and in less than 
two months had to go back again, and this time his con- 
dition was si serious that he has been there ever since. 
Then his wife decided that she was really going to send 
back the picture of the god to the temple for the wife says, 
"This god is no good. He has turned against us, and brought 
us nothing but bad luck." 

How, I think, isn't it better to let good or bad luck 
come as it always will and forget that it is either caused 
by this or that one? 

I am quite sure that my father didn't go back to China 
just because we have a picture of the Buk Dei in our room. 
And I am just as sure that the man didn't become sick just 
because he has the Buk Dei in his room. | 

I happen to know that this man had lived a riotous 
life of pleasure, and, in his youth, wasted both his energy 
and strength. And so it is not strange to see his weakened 
condition catching up with him... 


Now the festival of the bamboo firecrackers is not 
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really a holiday, for there are many who never heard of 
it, and do not know what it is all about. It is simply 
a custom followed by @ small group of people, people who 
believe in this particular superstition. | 

In China, they say, the ceremony is very elaborate 
and on the day of the celebration, large groups of villagers 
Journey to the open country. On that day large quantities 
of roast pig are prepared and carried up to the place of 
celebration. The firecrackers are shot off to frighten 
away the devils and evil spirits. Then, at night, there 
is another great display of fireworks. The custom of 
putting the picture of the Buk Dei in the house is not as 
closely observed in China as it is in America. Over there, 
once the celebration is over, it is ended wntil the next 
years 

Here in America those who have pictures of the god 
in their house take great care to see that oil is burned 
every day, and that punks are lighted. In other words, 
they do not want to offend the god in any manner. There 
are some who burn golden candles all day long. 
| A pair of these candles burns about thirty minutes. 
So the cost of keeping the gods satisfied does really cost 
a great deal of money. 

In our house we only light three punks each day 
and burn one night light. Once in awhile, perhaps, wax 


candles are also offered to the god. 
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"'The pain in your Highness' head' said Dr. Hua, 
‘arises from wind, and the seat of the disease is the 
brain, where the wind is collected, unable to get out. 
Drugs are of no avail...You must first swallow a dose 
of hashish, and then with a sharp axe I will split open 
your head and let the wind out. Thus the disease will 
be exterminated.' 


"Tsao Tsao flew into a great rage, and declared 
that it was a plot aimed at his life; to which Dr. Hua 
replied, ‘Has not your Highness heard of Kuan Yu's wound 
in the right shoulder? I scraped the bone and removed 
the poison for him without a single sign of fear on his 
part. Your Highness's disease is but a trifling affair; 
why, then, so much suspicion?' 


" "You may scrape a sore shoulder-bone' said Tsao 
fsao, ‘without much risk; but to split open my skull is 
quite another matter, It strikes me now that you are here 
Simply to avenge your friend Kuan Yu upon this opportunity.' 


He thereupon gave orders that the doctor should be seized 
and cast into prison." (1) 


U1) Guoted from H. Ay Giles, Chinese Literature, New York, 
1901, De 280. f 


Not as great a piece of literature but just as dear 
to the Chinese heart is the Shui Hu Chuan which Pearl Buck 
has translated under the title All Men Are Brothers. It 
is an inexhaustible treasure-house for folklore and folk 
customs in addition to containing a characterization of 
over a thousand individuals that for sheer insight into 
human character and foibles is almost tied. | Suen ? 
there is the Record of Iravels in the West, the Hsi Yu 
Chi, purporting to be the journey of Hsuan Tsang to India 
in search of books, relics and images illustrative of the 


Buddhist religion. It contains, among other marvellous 
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tales, the famous story of the Stone Monkey who was born 
on a mysterious mountain from a stone egg. He is elected 
king of the monkeys and then sets out on a journey in search 
of wisdom. First he learns the black art from a magician, 
then he becomes a sort of master of the horse to the sup- 
reme deity of the Taoist pantheon. After innumerable ad- 
ventures during which he has managed to acquire a seeming 
immortality by stealing the peaches of immortality from a 
legendary being called the Royal Mother in the West and 
some of the elixir of life he is finally brought to the 
presence of Buddha. There he boldly demands the throne of 
God on the basis of the fact that he can change himself 
into seventy-two shapes, is immortal and can turn a somer- 
sault to a distance of six thousand miles. 'Who could be 
more competent to occupy the throne of heaven than such a 
one,' he contends. But Buddha makes a wager with him. If 
he can jump out of his hand then he will gladly depart 

and leave heaven to him. If he fails he is to be consigned 
to the depths of the earth and remain a mere devil-monkey 
for another few aeons. The stone monkey accepts and leaps 
into Buddha's outstretched palm which appears to him not | 
even a foot long. He jumps and immediately reaches oe 
place called the Five Red Pillars where he decides to stop 
and on which he writes in large characters The Great Holy 
One of All the Heavens reached this point. fhen he was 


back in Buddha's hand jubilantly to claim his reward. But 


when, at Buddha's command, he bends down to look at Buddha's 


middle finger there he finds the inscription: The Great Holy 


One of Ail the Heavens reached this point. He has lost and 


pays the penalty. 

Finally we have the numerous novels dealing with gods, 
genii and demons of all kinds and descriptions. Here we find 
ourselves in the supernatural world exclusively. The mater- 


jals that have gone into the making of these novels came, as 


was to have been expected, from the legendary cycles con- 


nected with Buddhism and taoism. The most famous of these 


novels is the Feng-shen Yen-i or the metamorphoses of the 


Gods. : 7; 
ae iert at Ra bach aa: 
akan still another jwork, however, that ae fee 


in contained, namely the well-known Liao Chai, composed 
at coe ne oo Se third quarter of the seventeenth 
century. His introduction and that of a later editor of 
his work, Tang Meng Lai,will throw more light on the Chinese 
attitude toward the supernatural and the rationalizations 
that cultured and esuentially realistic thinkers have 
developed to explain it than anything that we have so far 
said. Let me then quote them in extenso. Liu-hsien's 
introduction runs as follows: 

ranslated with notes - eas és under the ti 


Strange Spories from a Chinese Studio, London, Phira 
revised gy 1916. 
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ty and hard-working mother. 

M. cannot remember when his family didn't own a boat--~ 
sometimes two of them. Meany more people would have fished and 
lived off the sea but for the prohibitive cost of a boats. A 
good fishing snack came to eight or ten phunds whieh wan an al- 
most impossible sum for the average poor Irishmen in Galway to 
obtain. But one of M's brothers, at odds with his stay-at-home 
ancestors, had tramped around the coast towns of Ireland for 
some years with what might be called a wofessional heat build- 
er for a companion. From him the brother learned the trade and 
so M's family never wanted a boat to fish in. It was this bro- 
ther who told MK.» long tales of distant lanes and highways, far- 
off lakes and acrentedicha the great cities of Belfest and Dublin 
and put the idea into the boy's head thet some day he too would 

wander and see more of ine world than congested and dilapidated 
Galway 

When M. was thirteen years old his mother died of typhoid 
fever. This was a sad blow $0 him for he loved his mother dearly. 
Left alone with his father and two brothers he daily ies more 
and more dissatisfied. He fished > he helped to work the farm, he 
even learned how to spin cloth out of wool. About ‘this fine His . 
father suffered a mental breakdown and became a doddering druell- 
ing old mam. He used to sit on the front stoop of the house for 
hours at a time , staring into space and mumbling meaningless words. 
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The Man from Hell 


He had been to hell. He was saved in hell. He 
came face to face with Yim Low Wong, the satan of the 
land of the dead. He came out of that pit of darkness 
& newer and a stronger person. 

There it was, the strange apparation without a 
body. By the door. The boy saw ite He called out loudly. 
When they found him, he was on the floor, writing in pain 
and moaning His face was is if drained of blood and in 
his eyes there was an expression of shock such as people 
wear when theyrhave seen a fearful thing, some object of 
unutterable horror « « « 

Now it was night. He had a dangerous fever. He 
tossed and moved. His face was burning hot and the room 
seemed to be on fire. Then downwards downward. He was 
sinking. Toward the bottom of the earth. Darkness. 

Then coldness. What was this? It was the land of the 
dead. Suddenly he saw that strange apparition again. 
There it was, in the dark corner. Quickly it vanished 
away into the darkness. The boy was left alone in the 
Silence of space. 

He heard the soft tinklings of many bells. Bald- 
headed priests marched quietly by in a solemn procession. 


Their faces were white and pale. 
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"Come, little boy, come, follow me. I shall show 
you the way.” 

Bewildered, astonished, the boy followed. He 
passed through many intricate corridors. At last he came 
to a great hali. Fire leapt back and forth. It was very 
hote Ona high throne, in the hottest part of the room, 
sat Yim Low Wong, the satan of hell. Frightened, the boy 
dooked up at him. The black-faced king shot him a piercing 
glance. 

“Why are you here?" he demanded, "This is not the 
place for a little boy. Get awayt" 

The boy ran. Upward, upward, he began to ascend 
at a terrific pace. Soon he could distinguish a dim 
light. The heat and fire died down. He was cool and 
calm agains. He opened his eyes. And he began to yell 
frantically for his mother ... 


He was a sick boy. All his early life had been 
a long series of illnesses and suffering and this had ail 
been brought about because a stranger saw him too soon. 
it was the custom in the village where he was born that 
no newly born babe could be seen by a stranger until a 
certain number of days had passed by. If the baby was 
seen by any stranger during these days of isolation, 
it was doomed to suffer dong periods of hardship and 
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torment. 

About forty-four years ago, there had been great 
excitement in the village when it became known that Mrs. 
Liang was about to give birth to a child. It was the 
expectant mother's wish to have a boy, for boys were 
highly regarded in those days. Late in the night it was 
born, and there was great rejoicing for the mother had 
given birth to a boy. 

The parents took the greatest precaution to 
prevent any strangers from looking at the child until 
the proper number of days had passed by. 

On the fourth day after the birth of the child, 
however, a stranger entered the house and saw the baby. 
When it was discovered at last that the baby had been 
seen by a stranger, the parents were seized with the 
greatest fear for the child. And as if to prove the 
truth of their superstitious belief, the child suffered 
from one sickness after another. During his entire chila- 
hood he was aver well. He was thin and underweight and 
his face had a sickly pallor. 

When he was six years old, he developed a skin 
inflammation which spread all over his legs. This linger- 


ed on for many years, and only after much suffering did 


he recover. But this had left him weakened so that he fell 


a victim to one disease after another. 
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It was when he was ten years old he had had that 
terrible dream of going down to hell. 

Regularly he went with his father to the store 
where he worked. One day he caught a cold which developed 
into a lingering and chronic illness. During this period 
of illness his hair began to fall out. He had all the 
appearance of one who had been through a trying period of 
a famine plague. His face became still thinner until he 
Looked like a skeleton with a thin layer of skin. Fortun- 
ately for him he got better. 

Then came that unforgettable day in his life, the 
day he would never forget. Yet it was that experience that 
saved his life. So he was told by everyone who listened 
to his story of his journey down to hell. 

That day he had gone down to the store with his 
father as usual. While sitting in a chair he felt crowsy, 
and he had the sinking sensation of falling into slumber. 
It was then that he saw the strange being without a body. 
That night he had the weirdest of dreams. Then he dreamt 
his dream of going down to the abyss of the earth to visit 
the land of the dead. When he awoke, he was perspiring 
rapidly» His fever was miraculously gone the next day. 
Then slowly his hair began to grow back. Ina few short 
weeks of resting in bed he gained back every pound that 
he had lost. Pully recovered, the old people in the village 
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Claimed it was a good omen and that the boy would never 
suffer illness again. 

However when he was sixteen, he almost lost his 
life because of a serious attack of dysentery. He re- 
covered from this attack by taking funny herbs which an 
old man prescribed for him. Since then he has never had 
the slightest illness. 

Yet as the man explained later on, “I did not 
want to believe that the cause of my ill health was due 
to the fact that a stranger had seen me before a certain | 
number of dayé had passed bys But sometimes no matter 
how skeptical one may be, I am inclined to think that 
perhaps after all those old beliefs have, curiously enough, 
some foundation after all. There was another boy I knew 
who suffered from sickness for identically the same reasons. 
The old villagers would not hesitate for a moment to insist 
that the iliness was caused by a stranger seeing a child 
too soon.” 

And go it was because of this dream that the man 
got well.e The fear that he experienced had somehow driven 
the illness out of his body. 

"And perhaps it was not a dream after all," he 
insisted, "perhaps it was really to hell that I did go. 

It was such a vivid experience that I can still remember 
every detail about it." | 
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When he was born he was given a name with a good 
meaning. But because of physical ailments, his name was 
changed to that of a girl. Such was his mother's wish. 
She was told by a fortuneeteller that the change of name 
would bring the boy back to health. 

The early life of the boy was spent in learning 
the old Glassics. In his spare time he helped his father 
manage the farme 

He came to America with a friend when he was but 
a young man» Here he worked and studied very hard. After 
many years in this country he went back to visit his par- 
ents. There for the first time he met the many new additions 
to the family that had been born in the meantime. There 
were five new embers since from the time he had left to 
the time he returned. Almost immediately upon his arrival 
his parents arranged a marriage between him and a neighboring 
girl, a girl with bound feet. The matter was settled very 
quickly. , 

The young husband brought his wife over here. 
Arriving in this country they were greeted by many old 
friends. 

The young wife had a hard time adapting herself to 
the steep streets of San Francisco, but she finally did 
manage to get used to them. 

The husband and wife chose a small house in the 
heart of Chinatown. They furnished it with good but not 


Soon a tte. ‘enc s nevtp. 


4. 


re 


i, al oni to exgao ett? dacs woLs oom atti rol! 6 . ¥d. nies 


¥ ; . ‘ aoe » +e 
Ny he iat tS OLe eodt om, dowd you ond. net teed, ‘piu a ea ’ 


\ ; , 


CTOs. ME Pg AR RO TO pill vitae oe J 


eottie? eld Bodies of om? eveqe ‘es vei t @ Bolte alo. bio “a 


os 
4 


eo Sys ceil US 


rs \ L 
i ! ? . 7 t i 
t Psi 2 Site eal 7 ores - - oh a ee Me my 4 2. . re aed 
CEC Sa ROY ad AEA TATE Loe ae ae ee, find MS ARTES * q 
Li : ‘ 
. ys : al a t % By nae ieiae | igh dar aca vb  ghikane # gala! pepe fe 
Oris OZ Sa PUY MOLevve Oe. awe IToH Oe: 2 rah. Fh BETS FOYE: 
“4 ~ bs 
ae & Py ra yo t ‘geeeeh opie es, shit ob ror ar 
ae edd oo y : i Be | TRIG), ga Dis 1 a oe eis pay 
Sn 7 ' } aa ~ ery ¢ iy - ey of ~ 
: And dyno REE MSL NCT, Ga OO EE ae 
4 
{ony + eh r eed of 9 fos is «ip cin 
! Oran . Os ae BCP Ee ! ves yeh Riis Dai 
Ul - 
—ot whe ee or. ® a earache? ner Py tt 
od - Stet. Spt. sul eek sey CT, Se a" f 
to . 5 f sh ao Sey aAperie > hts es i ye Saree re 
ae V i f3 Fame ne tI et 2788 Sm Hon i ibe a a Vet ne . a ans pee 
. . ‘4 * : t 7 z bin 
' ; ; AV 
Peet ee Weta ee eae Ce wee | haland sane te pupeitie eh » dos daha sib a Pipyaey 
afyodrimion 6. brig. oUt Aer Ie Oey ee Non fhe Ci Use 
c m4 ' Saw Ta 4 4 fi r r f ) r ‘ > trae foo ox Fe > ea 
we ‘ ‘ ae ey Petey or“ ® Ce hy ra q { N t j ry ; 
Je Sh hub: e oy } Pa Ga oJ DMS. Eugen af, ae SM DAR Fe wg ee 
ow P) t- 
. niet aes ‘ f SD en fs 7 . oe 
‘ 
t me a dual Aoabene 
: a ty & us 4 - jer § Be; 7 ae 
J 
* 
f ¥ 7 1 H r “_te ye 
1, pte’ aoe ARR ree a ya) ave 
i a) 4 a 
wer 4 - ad hy h ot: Py or Tg 
hak | eae Sak Se ip re ee anny tod | Balen 1 a) ney, 
ats ican eh tlh 4 b aie gr fy aT Py j 
was fede thas tas oye Pa Hy) oer wh vine GE a amie ik ‘ A ki 
‘ x be Met ; pe 
af Pe. ial she it va pt 
fi fy ivy 5 ae? La dhe 
‘ Pa 
‘ dh “ : edi 
3 Piety 
7 - ach thf bs, age an wars et . 
‘ J” PTS: ER! a Shee 
~. we 7 


a 


too expensive furniture. And so their life in this new 
country began. 

Almost immediately the young husband was given a 
position in a food store. It was his duty to answer the 
phone and take down all orders which the customers de- 
sired. He wrote down all telephone purchases. These 
orders were filled out by other workers in the store 
who delivered them to the customers. 

Toward the end of the month all the books had to 
be gone over, and during those few days, the young husband 
was busily occupied. 

In those days food stores were operated in a very 
peculiar manner. The owner of the store tried to get as 
many customers as he could to buy from him. The others 
did the same thing. Many bitter fights were fought because 
a customer stopped buying from a certain store and went over 
to trade at a different one. - 

There was one good way in which to keep the customers 


from trading elsewhere and that was for the store to donate, 


every year, gifts of chicken, duek eses, and oyster sauce 


to the customers. These gifts were the owner's appreciation 
of the customers! trade for the year. The stores that dia 
not do this lost many of their best customers. 

The people who bought their food from the various 
stores were very strange in their allegiance. They bought 
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their food from a certain store because they knew the 
people and no matter how cheaply the other stores sold 


their goods, they would not buy from them. Even today 


many people do this. 


This man has had many names. When he first went 
to school, he was given a school name which had a good 
meaning to it. When he went into business, he used a 
business name. Then, of course, there is his real name 
which he does not use as much as his business one. 

Today this man is still called by the girl's 
name which his mother gave him. Because he is known by 
that name to so many of his friends, he adopted it as 
his real name . « « 

Since that fateful day when he saw the black- 
faced king, he has never suffered any serious illness 
outside of that one attack of dysentery. He still be- 
lieves that it was the intense fright which made him 
well. The old people in the village said to him, "If. 
you, had been destined to stay down in that dark hole, 
you would surely have died that night. But because 
your parents and you were good and honest people, the 
black-faced king chased you out and made you well. Other- 
wise, you would surely have died then.” 

Today, thanks to Yim Low Wong, the ruler of hell, 


he is alive. He is not making a large amount of money 
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but enough to live on. His wife stays home and does all 
the cooking, and cares for the entire family. She is famed 
for her excellent food. There is no one who can compete 
with her in making gin dur, Chinese dough cakes, and tong 
youen, which resembles the former, but is much smaller and 
done in an entirely different method. Most people only 
make these foods on holidays and times of celebration but 
this woman makes them often because her husband likes them. 
often during week ends, she and her women frieyds gather 
at her house, and they make all sorts of fancy delicacies. 

| Her husband, the man from hell, is today a man of 
the earth. He never dreams about that black-~faced king 
any more. He hopes that he never will. His bot gee, that 
is, his horoscope tells him that when he is over fifty 
years of age, he will become prosperous. 

"I pelieve it," he tells everyone, “because many 


things have come true already." 
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fhe Ghosts and the Bachelor 


All of us have read and heard about ghosts. We 
know, so our parents and teachers tell us, that ghosts 


are pure illusions and that they do not actually exist 


in real life. 


I am not asking anyone to believe this story if 
they doubt it, but I will say that it was told by a person 
who would under no circumstances lie just to make a story 
more interesting. 


In America we hear very little of ghosts. We 


read about them in English castles and the curse they 


throw upon certain people. But in China that is quite 

different. Ghosts are everywhere and countless stories 

are told about them. Most of them refer to actual 

occurrences for which the narrator can truthfully vouch. 

Some these stories, it is true, are handed down from one 

generation to the othere Others are of more recent origin. 
The story I am now going to narrate is about a very 

definite ghost and how it made the life of a man miserable 

and full of trouble. It is an absolutely true story. I, 

myself, would not have believed it if it had been told 

to me by anyone but this person. I know, however, that 

he is honest and that he has really been through the | 

ordeal of seeing ghosts. 
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He was about seventeen years when it happened to 
him. It was in China. He was attending a private, no, 
it was a public school where the pubils did not go home to 
Sleep. They had rooms provided by the school. In each 
room there were six students. 

When Mr. Kiang - let us give him that name - first 
entered school he was a healthy young man. Then as the 
months went by his appearance changed. He became weak 
and thin and the students thought that he was sick. 

Every night before he went to bed he saw strange 
looking figures creeping out of the floors. Some had 
bodies, others had heads. But none had a complete body. 
At first te thought he was imagining things. But after 

many nights of this experience he told the students in 
“the room about it. But not one of them sould see it at 
all. So the young man went home to his mother and told 
her about it. She immediately burned incense to the 
gods and had a horescope of the boy's future told. But 
it did no good. 

He went back to the school. Now one dark night 
when every student in the room was fast asleep, the young 
man was awakened by a atrange noise. When he opened his 
eyes he saw figures darting hither and yonder. Some 
threatened him with clubs, others with their hands. He 
fought them off and called to the students to help. But 
no one heard him. He pushed them, but they did not wake 
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Thus for about fifteen or twenty minutes he fought 
with the ghosts. The people in the next room came over to 
see what was the matter. They found him on the floor. His 
body was all blue and re@. On his back there were marks 
of teeth. The students in the room were then awakened and 
they all said that they heard noises but that something 
heavy seemed to push them down every time they wished to 
get upe 

The young man was then taken home to his mother. 
The students in that room did not wish to sleep there any 
longer. A group of students decided to investigate the 
matter and dug up the boards to see what was underneath. 

To their complete amazement they dug up the bones of human 
beings right under the bed of this young man. 

There were many of these skeletons. How they got 
there will remain a mystery forever. Perhaps they were the 
vietins of floods or of drought; perhaps they had been buried 
alive with some famous men as was once the custom. Mr. Kiang 
told me about some of the strange things people did in the 
old days. 

"I remember how my mother told me all those strange 
stories when I was a small boy. She said that in the olden 
times when a famous king or nobleman died then they would 
bury a few children with them. These ektiaien wees given 
food and everything to last a long time. The grave was not 
just a hole to put a dead person in. It was like a place 
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The hundred numbers of which I spoke before are 
almost always claimed by somebody or other. And a 
person can keep his number as long as he wants, that is, 


until he wishes to give it up or whenever he wishes to 


change to another number. 


Let me give an example. Suppose we say a person 
wishes to get number eight. How does he Z0 about it? 

This is what he does. Every one of the bamboo 
firecrackers, we have seen, is numbered from one to a 
hundred. When the firecrackers are shot off the only way 
to get one is to get it before the other fellow does. if 
you get a bamboo shell that happens to be number eight, 
all is well, but if it should be any of the other ninety- 
nine numbers, you have to keep that particular number, 
that is, 1f you want it. 

There are then only two ways to get the number 
you want. The first way is to get a bamboo shell with 
that actual number on ite The chanees are a hundred to 
one that you will not get it. The other way is to hope 


that someone else has gotten the number and doesn't want 


it. In that case he will turn the number into the temple 


and you can go and claim it. Even then you may not get 
it for there may be someone ahead of you who wishes that 
number too. 

; In case that the number you wish is already in 


someone's possession, and that person is unwilling to 
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Oakland 


typical Chine America. Some- 


how or 


held “ey haunting ° 


Ore ding » Ltt Thx paint 
ae, s father head died, andthe 
‘$ pret ord the ptimtetemred) 


AE an varyancit. She remembered /the eegt that her 


father wore when he died, a blue cotton Chinese robe. 
eer! Atv’ 
Bor-meny months after jive death of the father, the-giri 
She 
orre—niekt had a terrible dream. She saw herself putting on 
the blue robe that her father was—wearingon herself, and she 
fetthersel¥ sinking deep down into the bowels of the earth. 


id 


(eae She rdached the bottom, a#dfall around her) she 


euraee and pods aiz—-eronnd the walls.- ‘then she 


Sha Karf 
heard the weird chanting of strange voices. ee ent a fecling 


of being lost, Lyi Let 


Searcy Af 
not belongings LQ 
A// Wrote OPAIERLS 
Deen the events fused and merged into an asew ek ee 
Fra pictetes of the (uses, the devils, the Chank 4 adage the heidi 


isste— Bretures-of priests. of 4eviis. Of-ehanting and weit 


BI ah loud te hen 


Then Yim ong eaited ovt—teud, "Get going. mp! 
sett oy aa 


dA & 
aus ins found herself}sailing at a rapid BO ere Thstenyk 


so acee : . 
tot d nelhvy i Ag 
When she veteted her dream to her frtends they said, "noly 


for you that you found yourself sailing up in your father's 
Awake 2CH 


cleak; otherwise you would never have weken-up at all." 


She did_come up and is still-elive today. 


_ ‘True Story The Banana Ladies Jon Lee 
Oakland 
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like his, and it Only goes to prove that one 1 e thing 


would suggest other things. jzues were all eating bananas, 
in the evening, if femember correctly, and i said, I wish I 
had something to write abqut, I'm stuck. And just then ay 


mothe¥ said, These bananas remind me—of-something that happened 


5 ary yhate apy Aw 1 pe u 

bo my father. tt—happened heard about a 
(efor 
very clever magician, and this magician eould ew the strangest 
miracles ae a banana ee Many of my father's friends had 
ee ee to go bices to see this strange and eciever 
oe W Rhee 
magecien, but myfather never had time. But Gne night\he 
akthongh 
decided that he might just as well go, fer he did not telkeve 
the strange things that his friends told him that the banana - 
the 
man could do. So they then went to the house of this magician, 
and +hey-64+4 sat down. ‘There was a banana tree in the room, 
earns lery 
and the magician mumbled many strange and words, and 
then ,with one slash of his knife, he split open the banana tree, 
and out from it there came a beautiful lady, a very beautiful 
indees, 
lady) holding a tray of steaming tea. She came close to my 
father, and my father took a glass of tea, but te was afraid 
Thee miph? be 

to drink it, for fear that something evil wes in it. But his 
j it} 
friend said to him, Do not be afraid. We have drunk it many 


1 So 
times, and So my father then drank the tea, and it was very sweet 


and tasty, that he even drank a second cup of it. ‘then the 


enn as Ti wlen 
lady went,into the tree and came out with ome cookies, sx my 
Faamed he 
father went back home and told my mother about it. Whan she 
dhe dhsle story a wour ty 
heard eboat—whet had hapsered she said, You aee foolish fer 


eis Wag be 
drinkies such tea. One never knows what evil there es oe gr 


VER 
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ord Reo WT on arth Crecaeweg 
But my father did_not—pay spy attention to her. Anmether time 


my father went there again, and this time there was a huge 
pain et eer te tee eee 
banana, just a,banana, not a trec, mind-you,but a plain banane, 


Ta ered ‘ pA 
and this time the magician sliced the banana in halves, and out 


from the middle of it there sprang a lady, only this—tedy-wes 
Se 1 PIM of 
not «s beautiful/as the one that came out #om the banana tree. 


And this lady did exactly the same thing that the other beau- 
tiful lady did. My father was very surprised at this, and her 


(he Aye 
could never find out how the magician did the trick, end—hé_e-ven 
im fret engis Feo 

bLher that it was not a #rick at all, but something 
Hewery Aanid this , (Ne she sa,7o% 
real, bat my mother always said, 


VA 


Othing real 
faoh : ; . iM 
about these things. They are evil spirits. But my father never 
He thal 
did mind her anyway. Weit,-my fetter drank these tea, and he 


ate those a ees nothing happened to him. And he lived 
to bea ripe old age. £—siresé—_t—was_sbout ten years old then; 


incredible, so jus 


it and say, 
s true, for if you don‘t believe it, well, there‘s 


ing you can do, is there? 
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Although the rich man lived in as luxurious house, and 
had two beautiful wives he was not happy, for his greatest wish 
was to ao ee many sons and daughters. He lived with his 
two wives for many years, but somehow, they did not bea day 
children to~htm. ‘the rich man did not need money; he had plenty 
of it. All he desired ee ekitcgs 

One day he happened to see a aot ann on the road, and 
the drun€ man was wandering around in, semi#eonseious condition, 
not knowing where he was going, or what he was doing. ‘tthe rich 
man saw him, and immediately Manes ides came into his head. 

He took the ee to his rich and sid alte, house. 

When the ee cs woke up in the morning, he found him- 
self in a soft bed, ab ene walls around him ne unfamiliar, ahay< 
very beautiful and well done. ‘the man thought he had died and 
that he was now in heaven. He was still a little dizzy as a 
result of the liquor ee 

He goh out of his bed, and he discovered that he had 

: ys a 
on robes of silk, anifihere beside hia wag his clothes all ready 
to wear. | 
iy 

In a sort of dame tke-sen wandered outside, and he came 
into a large at Ga a and furnishings proved 
to him that he was in the house of a very rich person. the 
whole place was quiet, and thé man looked eee windows and 
saw great lawns of grass ates akin etate the distance. Ajl around 
the house, there bloomedsyarietios of dazzling flowers. 

The man still thought tat he was in another world. He 


was @ poor man, and he had a wife and three children in the village. 


All his life he had worked, and never had he seen a house such 


fhe. 
as tkts one he was in now. 
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fo ; Ary 
His thoughts wandered back, the old village tke house, 
Bak it wef alla, 


the children, and then the rest, lank, he could not remem- 
Thine Act hneft 
per ail. 


Then he met the wives of the rich man, and he theehs- 


46K 


thought that they were angels, so heavenly and beautiful were they. 


And so dsy by day the man began to accept the new surroundings 
as part of his life, and that he was really in heaven. for one 
week he would live with one woman, And the next week he would 
live with the other. 
rhe yeargf went by, and both women gave birth to et 
All this time the rich man was not living at his house, but he 
kept ey of all that happened to his wives and how they were 
getting along. 
~The man and the two women were getting along very well, 
snd he told them of his home and about his family. 50 it was 
arranged that each month so much money was se to be sent to the 
the wife in the village, although the man did not know anything 
about it all. 
And it was explained ee the wife in the village that 
the husband had gone éff Lira away land. And so the years 
flew by. 
| the two wives by this time had a total of four children. 
whe rich man was satisfied then, and he came back to the house 
and demended that the other man should leave. But that man did 
not want to leave. te liked the house; he Liked the women, 
and the children were his. 
But the rich man had to do something, © one night, he 
made the other man drunk again, and ke took him back to his 


home e 


Es ey 
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Then the rich man returned back to his wives. Well, he 
got his children, even though they belonged to another man. 
But it doesn't matter. ue wanted children, and he got them. 
And because the rich man was so ingenious, the people 
say he was a smart man, But ee was able to find out who the 
rich man was, or who the other man was. Nevertheless the story 


yan dam 
leaked out, fron one /to another, and this is how I got it /on 


papere 


A ae 
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Suue strange story? Medicine Man Jonn Leyim FAS 
eas )Jon Lee) 


ae / V/ 


Long ago in China there was a man who was al sHthisiestte 


gambler, tis wasted all this energy and time in the—serreand-— 

ines—of the So atiiual neon One day he lost all his money, 

and at nightfall he made his way [sadly /home/ utterly eee cea 
uncanfortoble re. 

and completely iti=et-ease. If only he had seme more money. 

He knew he could win back what he lost at the shop. 

While passing along the street he noticed an old man 
sitting on the walk. Beside him were many bottles of dakk 
liquid. The old man said, “Have you any strong little boys. 
Sell them to me, and I will give you good prices for them." 

There was no need to tell the mag what would happen to 
the little boys, and he knew deep in his heart that he could 
not go through with a thing like thage 

That night Ven ceanae Sleep. He dreamt of money, and 
he decided definitely what he wished to do. Early the next 
morning the little son said to the father, "Take me with you 
today." A gleam came ente the father's eyes. 

The father took the little son near a river, disrobed 
the littlé boy, and with quick slashes of his knife, he cut 
the small boy into small pieces. He wrapped the pieces of 
flesh with the ghirt of the boy, and brought them to the medi- 
cine man. The medicine man gave him money, and immediately 
the father went back to the gambling shop. 

Toward nightfall the father and son were not back home 


yet. The mother was worried, the evening meal was hot on the 


table. 


/ 
Sau 
"What could have happened?" the mother wandered: 
s ol 1 Aart, 
The father again lost all his money, but he had not/the 
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real churage to go back and face his wife. Late that night 
a neighbor came to the wife's house and said, "I heard that 
a small boy had been sold to a medicine man for medicine. His 
clothes are Lying eS the brooke" Even Ee the 
mother did nat for a moment think that the boy could be her 
son. Confident that the boy could not be her son, but still 
inquisitive, she One yee to the bsak 6f the brook. Then she 
recognized the clothes of the boy, and a great gear gripped 
her. She made her way back to Hg ex only to discover that 
her husband had not yet returned. 
There was no sign of the father that night. The next 
pild pith Worry. 
morning he was not home. Meanwhile the, ‘wife was in-atarmotl. 
Late tht afternoon a friend came and told her, "Your 
husband is dead near the river." 


She had lost her son, and now her husband. 


And this was what happened when @ man was desperately 


because he cemnel resist am bling 
in need of money, and all forthe ee & of gambling. 


incident actually happened, ar and told to me—by-one 
ST ne mee 
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ae 


my Sem 
vo This one of bok strangest stories charges 2 ‘poocked ms. iS 


his an Baie 
| tnd tthe inel dentsteally happened in San Francisco abaat. yeh: es) 


years ago, and it only vige to prove again that old obsolete 


“customs still Rap te fp that time. 


‘The Chinese are a very peculiar cea ar they do /atvange ‘ 


Ae ew pexple Knew that ~t wat once a Caster 

- ea things. zerhaps ‘sanp—sS-us ao HOF ERIK that when “ea child 
aa or eee fo be 

Bis: Killé — child hen the Tb vey child cates along with 


PeIMeGA auiid. “In the olden times in, China they dda that 


very frequently, and the Chinese term for it a” "sleeping 
bul 
on the coffin bottom." It is a very old custo:, and whether 


(2% chled de 
it is still dese or not, we do not know. ; “hed 


This story ff avout hew a boy killed a girl is not strange, 


put the strange part of it is the demand made by the dead girl’s 


wr, thes (le es 
mother. And it happened ee thes. . 


weg ke 
es two married sisteyjwere very good friends, aed the 


ta By older sister had many children, all boys. All her life 


she longed for a girl, but she did not get one. . Since her 
small married sister had a girl, the older sister showered 


much of her affection and love upon her. And the two sisters 


me hele rad 
were very good and close friends. Nowe le Feet ele: any 


sort of trouble pould separate them at—eii. 
Now the older sister's husband always pay a gun under 


his pillow, and one day the little son discovered it. He 


did not use it, but he left it where it was. 
the small sister's daughter had 4 ijureen with 


this boy, and she came over to the house and arguedwith him. a: 
ee 


and the girl 


One day 


‘the little boy was about twelye at that time, 


The boy suddenly thought of the gun, sé He 
pad he took the gun from under the 


was about ten. 
ran into see father’ $ room 
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Mey ttiow. and he rushed out of the room. Probably the boy did 
| not inderstand anything about the gun. de wfabed to get it 
and frightened the girl away. \hen quite accidentally the gun 
pated. and the girl was killed then and there. 
rhe girl's mother was furious, for she loved this deughter 

i: as desperate anf 
bell of hers dearly. ‘the boy's en. to do. 
| Une day the dead girl's mother came over to her sistera/ 
house and demanded that the boy feet Shot her girl be buried 
along with the dead girl. The boy's mother “eiways beesne wen 
Santi BIaliy. after a great deal Sev aoane ls she told her 

patra bs} Sister that she would pay her two thousand dollars, sai 
dee ret Ger boy be buried with the girl. But the girl's 
mother CEEY te accept the money. She wanted the boy to 

pay for his life because he had killed her daughter. 
then the boy's mother took the case to court, and the 


: Ofcauase Aeclated ToT Kat bars, 
3 court Sate-enek the boy wes innocent, and,the girl wes killed 


accidentally, and —thet—there was tv _biame thet—eoald_be- pat 


T+ alpo declare that (fF was a 
el cs ie eet cat ana the law to bury (a Live(person/ 


Res 
There was,nothing that the girl's mother coulda do. 


nilies became eeparased sae Other, and 


it is said that 
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fr ore bore in Aneree nr haha a fret hal «2 
it is eye strange thing, bet—the factte+thet—in 
a hort 


Lg 


Wot only are ghosts a vital part 


et 


of Chinese lives, but they have influenced many 42 
ches act 
and Sige dentroyed many ee hsoce tae 


(Thee 
fe hear about dead people coming back to life, ebent 
TA€ 
ghosts that haunt;yfeople they hate, abouts strange shapes 


(rhintnd 
-and Shadows that resemble dead people. Again and again w J 


hava\hogee stories, very Strange Dea ieedl kam: putkalt trae, 
J hace korn acer have a herr Ahoet whe 
so ne aze reia, enf-expericnced bythe narsaloze whoSold 
narrate) Derr 
them—to-asy 1 <<: 
any ant tha tale ted aba as 
y ; - + went down Apt hell, +“ 
why nxt Yim bot Men a 
end met the plack-faced Spten face to face, and) how illness 


ar ae expentenceaA af 
had been cured just because of the fright of-seetine +i 


wef nm median ata aed 


China anyWayee- 
ene was é 
Shris—msn Wes 6nce)s soldier near a village. He always 
rent 

carried a gun with him whevever he gees. One night there 
was a call for help because a fire had broken out somewhere 
This oH 
in the village. fe man andjSoldiers were ordered to go to 


the village to fight the fire and stop it. 
Now this mansaunt had died about a weck s@o in that 


hak fr Kn Arn Ba tt pare 
Village, and this soldier Sav a ee SSUES ite—haprente d 
fe tt Wend 4 an aneart? Apart 
$8 sal RCE moving along the wall, te a. rae / 


borer 
which resembled his aunt very much, bat—stili the soldier 


was not) sure. and then again he did not. 


ac Raat 4 
He went towards the moving shape, and as he wert closer 4 2-%eer/ 


ae head was gone, weiche saw only the feet, Phen he went still 


(2) us | § 


a a 


ak fy naw 
closer, and them the fect disappegred, and the man—only saw 
ban a TOASy 
» GremGn still closer inspection, 


the torso of +he—_sheve 

That Fo0 ame 

bho _torse aka the fectvere gone, and only the hands were 4/4 ae 
eri cChytetiary fle tow Inj te fo FORE TA 
moving he &#ir{ Themen became afraid, but Aa he 


Cukd bf oath mF arnt; ; oe 
\ageesii-oas, "Stop. Who tS"s5 therer" 


Tis wre ae greet, 


AAen'g 
they the Head appeared again. Then disappeared. Then 
appeared again. ‘ hen the torso. ther he feet. Then the 
; 9 ana Ar 
hands. Headw Corso. fect. — Kands:| ain’and again. 
tS? ie 
The man was) frightemed. 
He took out his gun and he fired three or four shots 
into the shadow. The shadow ther disappeared. The man was af 
easef. 
He far na tA 
There was nothing new on the wall) excep ‘three or 
Lue 
four holes made by te bullets. 
By this time the fire in the village had died down. 
Some of the men asked thie soldier, "What Hédd delayed 
you for so long?" | 


ang 


The soldier #é1@, "I have just shot a ghost.” 
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Ce ee ee Oe, ree ry mene rr a Yeo gy is 


eee. pier Something -Atuat Ghosts td eae. % Teo 
v~ fl 
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Vall of us have read and heard about ghosts. We, know, so our 


Te/ uA 
parents and teachers oy that ghosts are ‘imaginary illusions and 


that they do not actually exist in real life. 


Every resder of Poe knows that he was a very famous author of 


the strange d odd. We remembered "fhe Fall of the House of Usher," 


"Liegea," and co ess other stories that sent the blood shivering 
through our cold veins. the silver screen we saw "The Invisible 


Man," ‘Frankenstein, " "Doctor Je 1 and lir. Hyde," and "Dracula," 


All of these stories and movies e purely for people who 


like to enjoy the horror although they do net actually believe it. 
a 
osts told by some- 


But once in great while we have a story about 


dre 
one Ww actually, been through the experience and who d really seen 


osts in their actualty forms. 


Lam nef asking ange 


We Ro Bot ask ose renders to believe this story if they doubt 
Tet that jt pas pould 
it, bat «Will say 7s told ne a person who will not under any ele= 
cumstances iets make the story more interesting. 
TA ery 


In America we hear very little of ghosts. ve read about ghosts 


in tee English castles and the curse they throw apon certain people. 
al 2 


iA 15 es are hers ane Pee tione and 
- We-have-heard count- 
i Aol. nePen fo achaal orcunaences 

le - storiesjabout them. fost of them 
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fi econ \one to chen 
Some of thé’ storias are handed down osentiehacati say leotard 
Ofheap 


Seme are of very recent origin. Others -are-true—facts—as—far—as 


ote e 


T 4m mow gars 40 aonaale re: abmta Vv definite 


and how it made the 


the 
ia this story 


life of a cePéaim man miserable and full of trouble. It is an absetate ty 


Dyomyrel 4 had been 
true story. = d not have believe/it if it Old tO BB me 
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fag ut this penser — Kran errtnn, traf he ss Naver fart Tart Ae hae 
by anyone Bat it is told to as by the one whe—had really 
Neel y 
Be cssieitd the ordeal of seeing ghosts. 
; fo him _1t war tn China: 


urhen_/t enon 
He was sbout seventeen years me. He was 


attending a private, no, it was a public school whefe the pupils did 
not go home to sleep. They had rooms provided oe tne school. In 
each room there were six students. Heediess to-seythey were slit 


We—m9st—mention hata ; ane " : 
M?.- Kran - Jef as give Aim that rame — , 
when | eetexdea Tirst entered sghool he was a healthy young man. 


Then as the months went by his 
ed 


_ decane 
appearance He. wee weakde and thinner and the students thought that 


he was sick. 
Every night before he went to bed he saw strange looking figures 


creeping out of the floors. Some had bodies other had heads. But 


hed 
none were a complete Sete e—night—s a1, he sai em again. 
At first he thought he was imagining things. But after many nights 


of this experience he told the students in the room about it. But 


not one of them could see it at all. So the young man went home to 
his mother and told her abont it. She immediately burned incense to 


4 ture 


the gods and had a horoscope of the boy's/told. But it did no mi 


He went back ff the schoo |. Nour Newry when eveany sha denlk [és 
ATER Ag Ges @ room wasjasleep, 


he young man was awaken abe a pay noise. iihen he opened hispeyes 


hith Gond Hane atene? 
he saw figures darting here and Chere . Some -eame-at hin rahe clubs. 
OfL and o> 
Others with their hands. He fought with them ix@ the students 


to help. But no one heard him. He pushed then, but they did not 
wary 
[foF aboat fifteen or twenty minutes he fought with the ghosts. 
fpsovr- in the next room came over to see what was the matter. ‘They 
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found him on the floor. His body was all blue and red. On his back 


there were marks of teeth. The students in the room were then awakence4 


Opa 
byt he_other stutentse they all said that they heard noise’ but 
that something heavy seemed to push them down everything—end every- 
time they wished to get up. 


The young man was then taken home to his mother. The students 
lag A 
in that room did not wishR@ to sleep there any meron Wane group of 


the maller— 
students decide{ to investigatezand soon they dug up the boards to 


see what was underneath. To their complete amazement they dug up 
the bones of human beings right ander the bed of this young man. 
a 
There were many of these skeletons. flow they got there will 
Soom of 
remain a mystery, Perhaps they were the victims of floods or drought, 


i bod feen 
erhaps they were—yicetins—of being buried alive with some famous 


as WAS orce fhe casten— My. Kiang Et me Obese tie secol as 
men, Themen taiketabous—somelof the strange things #kat people 


did in the old@m days. 
den y aif 


"T rememberf@ how my mother told me \those strange stories when 


I was a small boys She said that in the olden times when a famous 
a would ‘tA ther 
king or noblem#n died then they were purfea With a few husen children. 


These children were given food and everything to last a long time. 


wt? 
The grave ts not just a hole to put a dead person in. It was like 
. enenalle jf prags alan S, 


a place where a king dwelled. Hostly MH=wes,a girl Qand a boy. Thefre 
ou fhaf 
were supposed to accompany the dead man and take care of him so, he 


woul 
we not be lonely. Parents who needed money desperately sold their 


children for such purposes. 
fpeam ‘ Hef 


"Fortunately such things are not bee pealddide’ today. It was 


a very cruel thing to do. 
; alsa ; socalled 


"Tl rememberga seeing a ceremony long ago in which a greap ghost= 


seeing women drove the ghosts away who had been follo wing a certain 
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bon ary bopan 
young ledy around everywhere thet she went. This young tedy was 
always seeing strange things and sights that scared her mother to 
death. So the mother decided to hire some zhost-seeing women to 


get rid of the ghosts. These greap—o£ women were supposed to be a 
to have ees that Penetaated the ain ara Pho Cth 


i ) phe modian-oftheebher end see the ghost in ca Sere 
tau? 
sotanl i Toma 
fyas puke ey aes ca Saancliany 


Woman , &S £ Hel 


able 


ne eee ghestoseeens» 
ten and decided to cues ne them 

ete Onhk rave Get ciao 
a trial. All of-#s in the village was y excited te-see 


these women fo see haw they peiiced \excVeede y 
shegroup—of—women_worked., All of us #H4 were fin aiicitine Aeneas 


Actors and watched thems corfedly, 
"Thé old women had many nets. They used them £@ snare? the 


We wilteseH > 
ghosts. a Sudden ¢hexrégwethe struggle between the grew 


ef women and the ghosts. One of the women was bady bitten and 
Ls hen 
there were marks of huge teeth on her back. After the ghosts (Were 


The mother, heard about 


arp e 
caught they were put into enoreous empty jars. Ana It took from 
twelve to fifteen men to carry these jars after they were filled 


up. They took these jars ana covered them up and threw them into 


the sea. et 
After that vores es casa! 2) 
"Zyexr—sinee+hen ,the young Vaay was as from thefghosts ) 


ED Acne bern) 
ee one wished to marry her because shel meeae connected with then." 
My. Kang he Kneun- thrys had hoppercd_) 
Thig-man, because Me-hat-seen thes’ and because he 


9 


himself had seen ghosts, believed roeeM vhey exist everywhere. He 
never forgot at experiences in hee school back in China. Sut 
since leaving Ana school, he haa never been bothered eat them. 


bot relate sométhing about tha childhood\of this man. 


He wanted to\become a stage tor. ‘Che kind that sings and warbles 


on the stage witha great deal of confusion a noise. \ His parents 


heme: “se leee-tuons, once ott oa ‘bes. 
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opposed him bitterly In those days a girl who wished to/become 
an actress was said tio bé @ wanton. A boy who wished to become an 


actor was said to be, \well, I suppose the appropriat 


ve 
gigolo. v4 


His parents said to him that no one who wags decent and res- 


term is, a 


/ 
pectful would consent to go on the stage. of/ course, today the 
best people are trained\to become stage actors and actresses. 

fhe boy because of tthe objections of his parents gave up his 


plans. He was not interested in anything else. The stage was his 


dream. His ambition. Now it was bitterly shattered to the winds. 


And like any other boys of hig age, he was sent to school to 


study. Finally realizing How hopless it would be to worrky about 
stage life, he began to stu earnest. After graduating with 
high grades and high honors, He got. a job in China. 

Although he was not interested anymore in his participation 
of the stage, nevertheless, he was an interested spectator. He 
went to the stsge shows yery often. 

pome of the interesting thines that he explained were: 

"ln China the stége shows dontinued from morning until the 
next morning. It gated all throgugh the night. A group of actors 
played until a cerfain hour and then another group of actors took 
up their pass a 


wished could remain until the complete show is finished or they 


continued from there. ‘The spectators if they 


could go home 4nd zive the ticket tq someone else who would have 
the privilege/ of seeing the latter half of the show. Some who 
wefe maniacs/ of the stage often would sit through the complete 
show. Often a show would last from twelve to twenty hours. today. 


everything/is different. Personally I \think that four or five 
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& Le ae 
“hours are more th enough for any stage show. “he reason why it 


takeS so iong to present stage show in China is because sometimes 
rs long while here in San #rancisco 


they prese show four chap 
+ “do it in four separate nights. 


Because wn cThas 
is experience with ghosts tke—women would not let their 
ahar? evn 
daughters marry hime” People who knew) him would not/;allow their 


he 
daughters to be in his company. Ghat goes to show that darkness 
then %-~d uvmer 


still prevails in the minds of of many ofthse—-peoptie. 


is man was born over here in America. ‘ihen just a ae 
boy his father sent him back with the mother. The father wished 
him to study and then if the boy wished, he could come back here 
to continue his studies. As things worked out, the boy did not 
study over here. The moment he landed in this country he wished 


to go to work. \ 


He did not know much of the Znglish then. He was too big 


to go to a public scho with small children to learn the language. 
30 the father hired a tedcher, a Chinese teacher to teach him the 

language. This teacher knew a lot of Chinese and English and the 
father thought that the soa eee a fine one because if the son 


vin 
did not get what the peaceo® was saying, then, the teacher could 


explain in Chinese what he meant. ai. 


ee 


For six ponehe eve son studie underttnia teacher. This 
teacher taught hia . the morning. At night, he taught school. 
Although six months was a very short time to learn a language as 
difficult #9 English, the son managed to\pass rather satisfactorily. 
@ was taught only the important things. All of the rutes_ 
uneémmon and difficult rules of grammar were omitted because they 


ere not absolutely peso eee y en if they were helpful. 
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d with this slight understanding of Singlish and his moye 


than adeduate knowledge of Chinese he set out to get a good position. 


He did get a job though although he would not call i 
very good position. He - worked in one of those chain stores. At 
one bine he even delivered newspapers much to his disgust. Although 
it was nothing to be ashamed of, nevertheless he spied to deliver 
papers. 
But money is\money and so he worked. did greatest ambition 
when he was boy was \to become a stage actor. Now his greatest am- 
bition is to become a\motion picture dYrector. He thinks that 
the Chinese motion pict\res could be/ vastly improved. He thinks 
that the best Chinese pictures are not half as good as the mediocre 
American pictures. | 
All of this dreams and/ambitions are in his mind. He is 
not studying to become a dire tor nor is he taking any course 
related to motion pictu Aurwed try. He is just a plain ordinary 
working man. A man who slaved fyr his three square meals a day 
and is thankful that he has a job. 
He had been/in America almost ten years now. His father 
and mother had gone back to live many years ago. He has a brother 
over here whd is in the restaurant bubiness. 


not married. Ne does not think of it. Says that 


at thirty is not too 

old to be married," he says. Says that the majority of people 

married too young. 
Ge does not believe that parents shoud 


eir sons nor husbands for: their daughters. 
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The Peacock and the Grab 


"Let me tell you a story about the peacock and the 
; rap ‘S: 
crab," the narrator said, oe ak the peacock possesse& 
such magnificent colors, snd why the crab haa to crawl along 


the ground. — 


that time there 
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\ittres—ra wa a pe paz 
fecane pick 
Gey this oe deveiopedenitiness, and ene on annoupement 
Wee snr ou at, lehcck « WE Se ae 
to all Tee ae thines /in his Sion Se Saas me living 


things in my kingdom abe aie iow iki cee Now I am 


ard 
Sick, and all of you should come to ay —einedom %O care for 


me. The first one who shall come will be handsomely rewarded, My 
2 Qrrary cetyee, Lack .2 ae oe eed 
and the last one who pftadty LE suffer In le 
fon as 
Aion whgé the annoanceaen’ wee teeaty given out, these-Aan hu 


aoew, 
came & rush of Spee hoa a to the palace of. 


the king. 

Alt was the good fortune of the peacock to be the first 

One to arrive, and it was the misfortune of the crab to be 
the last one to reach the palace. 
wae es 

ASow-et—thistinae Fhe king was /sinking , and when 
he felt that death was near, he}commandM@: thus, ‘After I die, 
I decree that a magnificent coat of @olors shall be given to 


the peacock. ee the first Living | to reach me, and according 


way Ke 3 
eae ee shall be rewarded Lerten | 
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the king saw the crab, 
"After I die, I decree that the intestine 


of the era. be taken out, and atse its legs must be Pera sO 


Car~ the 
pe again, eould +t apne peck to thts imperial palace.’.- 
‘ and. o]Kfeaid 
ms Wye tthe nerreter sete, that is the reason/Wwhy peacocks 


have such glbrious plumes, and why the crab has to crawl forever 
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5, it te-vecause the weeh of the king." 


And so this is the story of the peacock and the crabe 


teen but most of them were sent on to a continuation school 
in the city for two and three years. 

The father died at the age of fifty-two ani this son, now 
residing in San Francisco, was thenaged sixteen. lt was a ter- 
rible shock to the mother, who was left with ten children, and 
who received a pension of only sixty dollars per month. 

In the meantime, some of his older brothers mad gone to work 
as bakers, butchers, dry-goods salesmen, clerks and other similar 
trades. However, all of them had to labor far nothing, just to | 
learn the work. After his father passed away, all his brothers 
were given a salary of five dollars per week and this brought in 
some fifty to sixty dollars per month to help keep the family. 
Meanwhile, the bikes’ son had become a teacher and followed in 
his father's footsteps. 

Today all of his brothers are holding high executive posts, 
and they can thank their father for it, because he compelled them 
to study much and to master their mother language. 

This period, however, was of short duration for our San Pran- 
cisco man, as he became assistant bookkeeper at a sausage factory 
at the age of sixteen end within a year, acquainting himsslf with 
the knowledge of American double entry bookkeeping. But he was 
aestined for something else, as he wanted to travel and go adven- 
turing, an@ had told his nother often of his desire to go to Ameri- 
ca. Today he is the only ome of all sight boys to be in the United 
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fifteen, in a warm room in which the father had mde a fire in 
the cal stove. He also had the coffee made. the first thing 
they did was to drink their coffee; then school books were tackled 
at once and they studied until seven o'clock. This part of the 
routine began when they were six years of age and lasted until 
they were thirteen. At seve o'clock they had fifteen minutes' 
recreation and no matter what the weather was, they went outside. 
Of course this was fun for themas there were plenty of snowballs 
to throvy at each other and they made snowmen. Snow would be as 
high as four and six feet every winter. They were back in the 
house at seven-fifteen o'clock. fheir mother with the girls 
would be up by this time and breakfast would be served, mostly 
warm rice and milk, bread and cheese. Breakfast being finished 
at seven-thirty, another fifteen minutes were available for re- 
creation. All of them were obliged to be at church at eight o' 
clock, except on Saturdays when they did not have te go. Church 
service finished at eight-thirty, after which they had another 
recreation period until nine o'clock when school would begin. 


School lasted from nine until twelve o'clock, with two re- 


@esses, each only lasting fifteen minutes. At ten-thirty, each 


had to rush over to the house, which was built in with the school 
building, to eat some cake with milk. This took them ‘only s few 
minutes, far they had to make this fifteen minute recreation pe- 
riod profitable. Should any one have a cold or stomache disorder, 
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© 2 learn to read and write and keep his books 
: fo: pit ‘The son he chose first served an ant appren= 
z tee ce ina a store in a neighboring district. “He was then 
: pork: Then he “orked as a cook and ‘poanre'housedoy 

for three yearse Finally, at the mature age of fife 

teons he was sent te another store to actuahly learn 
a trade and to become a business mane fo be certain 
: fulfill his contract and really teach his son his 
trade, he paid him ten teels for the trainings At the 
end of three years the son was ready. He was then 

eighteen end his father sent him to Indo-China. He 

ar ‘returned after a year, having mae no successes He 
married and remained at home for one year to ‘help his 
father, working as a silk Salesitans But the, wandere 
- ed lust thet assafls so nany Cantonese was upon him and 
Mie Ps: ee ie at twenty@one he cane to Californias And so Lum had 
i ai nt | educated his gon only to sec him avatt away rm him 

Bae a completely. | 

Bin 58  Qne more detail about the typieal village must 
i 4 fe be born in mind and thet 1s the somewhat amazing pete 
ss eentage of land, often oxceedingly fertile land, that 
see te ctven over to the deads In general it can be said 
ve a vt that two to four percent of the farm land of a given 
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district is in gravese At tines it rises as high 
as nine percent. What this mst moan economically 
to a country 20 overpopulated as Chingy can well 
be imagined. Nor is it difficult to visualize the 
influence this close proximity, physical and economle, 
of the dead to the living must have hed upon strengthe 
ening and continually reinvigorating that belief in 
ghosts which is so fundamental a trait of Chinese pseue 
sant lifes | 

Before turning to a consideration of the folke 
lore and folk beliefs themselves we shall try to re« 
enforce the description of the village given above by 
appealing to the memories of their native life that 
still persist among Chinese permanently residing in 
California, This is all the more necessary for an 
understanding of this folklore because, after ali, it 
was collected here,.in an environment and an atnos- 
phere foreign ond alien to the cultural soil on which 
it arose and ae burede it is always best, under such 
circumstances, to attempt to gaage the nature of the 
tricks memory is apt to plays 
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is 7 0. ve-a. sort of Robin Hoodish group, actually it was 

a . fi controlled by ‘shrewd leaders who made use of the asso- 

ee hi 2 elation for their own profits, In spite, however, of 

if its essentially dishonest nature, people flocked te it 

| : by the thousands because they were so dissatisfied with 

_ the oppression of the landlords and the corruption of 
the government gnaiatrates that they were not int erested 
in diseriminating between what was right and what was 
wrong, even if they had lnowns | 

Chen joined the San Ting Huiu society when he was 

| twenty-two years old. Every new member had to take an 
oath of fidelity. They had to swear to be loyal to the 
"Big Brothers;" they must pay respect to the image of 


the first emperor of the Ming dynasty; to help fellow 
brethren when they were in dangers; to maintain absolute 
sécrecy and not to expose any fellow brethren to the 
Nenaim magistrates. 


‘Chen joined the San Ting Huiu in the later days 
of the Manchi dynasty. With the coming of the Republic, 
the San fing Huiu_went out of existence. The economte 
bankruptcy of the country became more pronounced every 
day and the peasants, particularly the young ones, were 

in Se forced to go to foreign lends. Chen was one of these, 


The life story of Kwan 1s perhaps more typical 


‘ J than the previous ones, showing the bonda ge under which 
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